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Human Acts
by Booker Prize Winner Han Kang
Instant Aufbau-German Bestseller. Portobello, UK & 
Commonwealth, Hogarth, Crown Publising Group/2017, 
France/Les Serpent a Plume, Van Nijgh & Ditmar, Holland, 
Norway/Pax, Sweden/Natur & Kultur, Spain/Rata, Finland/
Gummerus, Germany/Aufbau Verlag, Japan/ CUON, Editura 
Art/Romania.

The White Book
by Booker Prize Winner Han Kang
SOLD to Max Porter, Portobello books WEL, Elike Lettingha,Van Nijgh & Ditmar, 
Holland- will publish Fall, 2017.

Author of Booker Prize winner of THE VEGETARIAN, sold to Portobello/UK, 
Hogarth, Les Serpents A Plume/France, Devir Livararia/Brazil, Kwaity Orientu/
Poland, Cuon/Japan, Tre Publishing/Vietnam, PBeijing Land of Wisdom/China, 
Saga/Israel, Taiwan, Germany: Aufbau, Spain: Rata Fall 2016, Netherlands: Nijgh 
& Van Ditmar, Finland/Gummerus 2017, Sweden/Natur och Kultur (Spring 2017), 
Adlephi. Italy: Fall 2016.

The Accusation
by Bandi
WEL publication Grove & Serpents Tail March 2017. 

Piper/Germany, Rizzoli/Italy, Czarne owka /Poland, Crown/Taiwan, Cappelen 
Damm/Norway, Kustantano/ Finland, Papdopoulus/Greece, Konyukiado/ 
Hungary, Alfaguara /Catalan, Asteroide del Periscopi/World Spanish, Ambo 
Anthos/Holland, Philippe Picquier/France, Koridor Yayıncılık – Turkey, Anasi 
Press/Canada. 

Beautiful Demon
by Jeong yu-Jeong
Author of international bestseller and critically acclaimed, 
Seven Years of Darkness, new #1 Korean bestseller, 
EunHaeng NaMu Publishing Co., Ltd./Korea (published as 
Origin of the Species in Korea) since May selling over 600,000 
copies; think Stephen King meets Lionel Shriver. English 
partial, 399 pages. Sold to Lindsey Schwoeri, Penguin Books, 
North America, Ailah Ahmed, Little Brown, UK & 



Commonwealth.

Jeong digs into the origin of evil with a psychopath as the main character who is 
a Olympic hopeful diver, is thwarted from his dreams of gold. Since his childhood, 
he has been living in a vice tightened at both ends by his mother and his aunt 
who control his every moves. After the brutal murder of his mother in their 
penthouse apartment, he seeks to find the killer. Instead of an intruder, all clues 
seem to be leading to him to himself. A literary, taut, edge-of-your-seat, page-
turner by Korea’s  female master of suspense. Published by Korea. Pre-empted 
by Philippe Piquier/France, Unionsverlag/Germany, Feltrinelli/Italy.

The Plotters
by Un-su Kim 
Winner of the prestigious Mumhakdongne Prize and Grand Prix de Literature 
Policière. Sold to Penny Hueston, TEXT Publishers, WEL, L’Auge Noir/France.

THE PLOTTERS is a complex, fascinating moral tale and the psychology and 
tension of the backstabbing and internecine power struggles is terrific: the 
changing of the guard in a corrupt underworld, where people live with an entirely 
different code of honour. A classy, brilliantly written noir thriller, with a terrific 
dose of humour as well. The conceit of the rival plotters is a great premise: The 
Old Racoon, with his protégé Raesang, and Hanja, both of whom originally 
worked in the famous Library of Dogs. When Raesang realises that, after 15 years 
as an assassin, he will be next on the list to be assassinated himself, the reader is 
transfixed, all the while understanding that this is the inevitable fate of these 
assassins.  What a great sequence it is when he is trying to find out who placed a 
bomb in his toilet! Secondary characters are always important in this type of book 
and Un-su Kim does not disappoint with, for example, the fabulous comic 
character of the cremator, (Hairy Guy, or Fatso?), and Raesang's beloved cats, 
Desk and Lampshade, and some odd female characters: the cross-eyed librarian, 
and the two women who run a knitting shop. Mito, especially, is a brilliant female 
character and ends up changing the course of the narrative, by trying to join 
forces with Raesang, supposedly to make the world a better place...And the end 
is a marvellous shoot-out, show-down classic

Swallowing Mercury
by Wioletta Greg
First Novel, Nike Nominated by internationally acclaimed 
Polish poet/Czarne,2014. Winner of the Eule Award. Max 
Porter at Portobello will publish in 2017/UK & Commonwealth. 

“I have been utterly ‘swallowed’ by this odd yet oddly familiar 
folk novella - somewhere between memoir and fairytale – 



which has magic and menace in perfect measure…”

Sara Baume, author of the remarkable Spill Simmer Falter Wither.

Caprice in A-Minor
by Wiolwtta Greg
New Book sold sold to Wilka Litera, partial in English available.

The Life of the Phantom
By Kim I-jeong 
English partial by Man Asian Prize winning translator, Chi 
Young Kim 

Silcheonmunhak Publishing Co., Ltd./Korea

An autobiographical novel compared to Anthony Doerr's All 
the Light We Cannot See.  This is the heartbreaking story of 
how one youthful decision had irreparable effects for a 
young husband, wife and child.  The author’s father had a 
wife and child that were lost in North Korea many years 
before she was born.  His young family was torn apart when 
Korea was separated. This magnificent, literary novel, 
illuminates the history of the Korean War and how the North and South were 
ripped apart.  Studded with keenly observed details, the novel begins with a 
South Korean middle-aged writer, Ji-hyong, visiting Pyongyang as part of a 
cultural exchange.  She is in North Korea not to meet writers but under its guise, 
she desperately hopes to be reunited with a long lost brother, who was separated 
during the militarization of the border.   Ji-hyong unravels her family history which 
began during the tumultuous time right before the Korean War. Her father, caught 
up in politics, joined the Communist party as an idealistic young man, flees to the 
North for a better life.  He leaves his wife and baby behind until he can send for 
them.   Once in the North however, he realizes the hypocrisy of the political 
situation and quickly returns to the South and searches for his wife and child. In 
the cruelest twist of fate, his wife has gone to the North looking for him.  In the 
South, he is arrested and imprisoned as a political prisoner.  The Korean War 
erupts, the border is militarized; the North and South are separated.  His wife and 
child cannot return to the South.  Eventually he is released and starts a new 
family.   The book ends as ji-hyong writes in a tearful , emotional letter to her half- 
brother who is a university professor in the North; praying and hoping the letter 
will reach him. She tells him that their father yearned for him his entire life and she 
wants so much to meet him one day, if that will be possible.  The hope of the 
character is the hope of the Korean nation.  To be reunified as a family; to be 
reunified as a country.



Wonderboy
by Yeonsu Kim 
Munhakdongne Publishing Corp/Korea, Cuon/Japan, Hyperion/Russia, Bonobos 
Editores/Mexico-only. 

Kim Yeon-su, whose position within contemporary Korean literature is 
comparable to that of Haruki Murakami . He is one of the most revered writers in 
Korea - -“a writer’s writer” and is poised to break out internationally at any 
moment.  Award winning, critically acclaimed and brilliant author. 

The year is 1984. Fifteen-year-old Jeong-hun gets in a car accident with his 
father, who makes a living selling fruit from the back of his truck. His father dies, 
but Jeong-hun awakes after a week in a coma with the ability to read other 
people’s minds. He learns that his father’s truck crashed into a car hijacked by a 
North Korean spy who had infiltrated into the south, and that his father has been 
branded a patriot for unwittingly capturing a spy. Jeong-hun’s superpower is soon 
discovered, and he is dubbed “Wonderboy.” In that era of extreme anti-
communist sentiment, Jeong-hun’s powers are put to work tracking down spies, 
and as he goes deeper into people’s minds, he begins to question his ability to 
extract the truth from them.  For young Jeong-hun, his powers are an unwelcome 
gift. He has no interest in becoming a national mascot praised as “Wonderboy”; 
he wants only to be reunited with his deceased father. His wish is to hold hands 
with his long lost mother and father and go to see the Sunday dolphin show at 
Seoul Grand Park. But the adults in his life have other plans. When Colonel Kwon, 
a Republic of Korea Army officer, receives the report of Jeong-hun’s telepathy, he 
takes Jeong-hun to a training center, where Jeong-hun is forced to secretly read 
the minds of innocent people who have been fingered as suspects in a hunt for 
North Korean agents. Jeong-hun would just as soon lose his abilities and wants 
only to see his father one last time.   Then one day, Jeong-hun escapes from 
Colonel Kwon and comes across a new set of people. Already lonely, with no 
parents or siblings, Jeong-hun experiences a whole new kind of loneliness as he 
meets others and begins to question why he was born. Growing up, Jeong-hun 
had always been told by his father that his mother died while giving birth to him. 
But he learns that his mother is not dead. As he starts searching for her, his 
questions about his own existence grow and grow. And then, Jeong-hun falls in 
love.  Jeong-hun falls for his “big brother,” Gang-to, who turns out to be Hee-sun, 
the girlfriend of a man who died while being tortured by the thought police. Out of 
guilt towards her deceased lover, Hee-sun had disguised herself as a man and 
taken a man’s name.  Jeong-hun comes of age surrounded by his new friends—
Hee-sun, who passes as “Gang-to”; Seon-jae, the best Molotov cocktail thrower 
in the world. ong, who owns a self-sufficient farm; Jae-jin, a former news reporter 
who runs a small publishing company—all of whom struggle to heal from the 
wounds inflicted in the struggle against dictatorship and the turbulence of the 
pro-democracy movement.  Through a notebook left behind by his father, Jeong-



hun gradually learns about his parents’ lives. To his surprise, his mother was an 
ornithologist who banded birds for a living. As he learns more about his mother’s 
work and about his parent’s relationship, his longing for them grows. But at the 
same time, while getting to know others who have been wounded in that era of 
convulsive social change, he realizes he is not alone in his pain. And by learning 
about other people’s pain, he begins to heal his own. 

We	are	wai(ng	for	his	highly	an(cipated	new	literary	masterpiece	years	in	the	
wri(ng,		THREE	STEPS	FROM	THE	SEA	,	a	historical	novel	about	two	Korean	young	
brothers	kidnapped	into	slavery	by	the	Japanese	in	the	1800’s;	one	becomes	a	
priest,	the	other	a	slave	trader.		Compared	to	Graham	Greene’s	THE	POWER	AND	
THE	GLORY.		Due	in	2017.		

The Boy Who Escaped Paradise
by JM Lee 
Pegasus Books, Spring 2017 

This fast-paced, thrilling read will resonate with anyone who has yearned for a 
different life. The Boy Who Escaped from Paradise is reminiscent of Adam 
Johnson’s The Orphan Master’s Son, Jonas Jonasson’s The 100-Year-Old Man 
Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared, Vicas Swarup’s Slumdog 
Millionaire, and Khaled Hosseini’s Kite Runner. A cinematic story about the bonds 
of loyalty and the murky line dividing truth and 
falsehood, The Boy Who Escaped from Paradise 
follows the decade-long odyssey of Ahn Gil-mo, a 
young autistic math genius who interprets the 
world through numbers, formulas, and 
mathematical theories as he escapes from the 
most isolated country in the world and travels the 
world, searching for the only family he has left. 
The novel begins with a murder in New York; the 
victim’s face has been wiped with disinfectant and 
numbers and symbols are written in blood around 
it. Gil-mo is arrested on the scene. Because of his 
North Korean background and his crime-filled 
escapades, the CIA becomes involved in the 
investigation, and one operative, Angela, uses 
various mathematic theories to gain his trust and 
access his thought process.



The Painter of the Wind
by JM Lee
Longlisted for the Foreign Fiction Prize for THE 
INVESTIGATION (Pan Macmillan, Sellerio, Random 
Spain- sold in France, and others) and THE BOY 
WHO ESCAPED PARADISE (Pegasus Books)  Italian 
and Korean Text, English synopsis. 

The Painter of Wind is the captivating story of two 
contemporary geniuses who, like Beethoven and 
Mozart, Gogh and Gauguin, and Picasso and 
Matisse, had a great impact on a given era. 
Reminiscent of Orhan Pamuk’s My Name is Red, a 
serial murder mystery and a love story between two 
artistic geniuses, The Painter of Wind is a fantastic 
fusion that brings together an elaborate murder 
mystery, a fast-paced thriller, and a beautiful and 
elegant love story between an artist and his muse, 
such as can be found in Tracy Chevalier’s Girl with a Pearl Earring. The story 
unfolds with revelations on the art, love, and competition of Kim Hongdo, the 

master court artist of the late 18th century Korea (Joseon Dynasty), and Sin 
Yunbok, the artistic genius who vanished from history, leaving behind the 
masterpiece, “Portrait of a Beauty,” dubbed the “Mona Lisa” or the “Girl with a 
Pearl Earring” of the East. 

The Peace Machine
by Ozgur Mumcu
April Publishing/Turkey, June 2016. Kalem Agency, 
Turkey is author’s Turkish and primary agent. We are 
handling all international rights , excluding Poland, on 
behalf of Kalem Agency for this book only.  Sold to 
Ursula Bergenthal and Regina Kammerer of btb/
Random Germany.

Debut literary fiction, novel by Ozgur Mumcu , son of 
famous Turkish investigative journalist, Urgur Mumcu, 
who wrote for  the leading daily Cumhuriyet and was 
assassinated by a bomb placed in his car outside his 
home when Ozgur was fifteen. Ozgur graduated from 
Galatasaray University Faculty of Law, and later 
completed his master and doctorate degree in Paris I 
Panthéon Sorbonne University. He works as a 



research assistant in Galatasaray University and his columns appear in 
newspapers such as Birgün, Radikal and Cumhuriyet since 2009. He has huge 
number of twitter followers and is fluent in English and French. English partial 
translation.  

The Peace Machine is set in the early 1900s, a time when new inventions were 
shaping the modern world prior to the outbreak of World War I, and the novel 
deals with the question of whether or not a peace machine could ever bring an 
end to all wars.  A bestseller since its release, this compelling novel intertwines the 
themes of freewill and destiny, philosophy and science, and the past and future.  
The Peace Machine has taken the media by storm and been a hit among literary 
critics, and the author’s talks and readings from the book have drawn large 
audiences.   Spanning the cities of Istanbul, Belgrade and Paris, the novel 
presents a masterful depiction of the world as it plunged towards global conflict in 
the days leading up to the Great War, and in doing so it offers keen insights about 
today’s world as well. The theme of The Peace Machine—namely, the relationship 
between freewill, war and peace—is brought to life with uprooted characters who 
are transformed into universal figures as the author questions the very notion of 
humanity.   By exploring the depths of metaphysics and science, the author brings 
together the realms of reality and fantasy.   With its rapid pace, historical setting 
and energetic language, The Peace Machine has proven to be popular among 
young adult and adult readers alike. And thanks to its intricate narrative, which 
weaves together multiple storylines filled with surprising twists and turns, the 
novel is open to a variety of interpretations.

The Hole
by Hye-young Pyun
Munji Publishing Co., Ltd. Sold to Arcade 
Publishers, Ursula Bergenthal and Regina 
Kammerer of btb/               Random Germany.  
English complete translation. 

The Hole is the story of Ogi, a college professor 
in his forties who wakes from a coma after a 
devastating car accident. He finds out that the 
accident not only took his wife’s life but also left 
him paralyzed and unable to speak. Meanwhile, 
his mother-in-law, a widow grieving the loss of 
her only child, takes over caring for Ogi despite 
her suspicions about his marital fidelity and his 
role in the accident.  Ogi returns home from his 
lengthy hospital stay expecting to begin a period 
of recovery but is impeded by his mother-in-law, 
who fires his hired nurse and moves into the 



house herself, right into his wife’s room. Soon after, she dismisses his physical 
therapist as well and scares off the few friends brave enough to visit, and leaves 
Ogi unattended for most of the day and night, only showing up sporadically to 
feed him a liquid-only diet or to empty his catheter bottle or bedpan. Ogi’s world 
shrinks down to the bed he lays in.  As Ogi has nothing to occupy his time other 
than his memories, a series of flashbacks takes the reader through Ogi’s troubled 
relationship with his in-laws and his wife—a sensitive, intelligent woman who 
found all of her life goals thwarted except for her final one: cultivating the garden 
in front of their house. The garden becomes the central metaphor of the novel: 
the barren earth that his wife labored to turn into a lush, growing place is left to 
wither after their accident and is then uprooted and cratered by his mother-in-
law, who digs increasingly large holes in the garden and, when questioned about 
her actions, replies that she is merely finishing what her daughter started.  At just 
over two hundred pages, The Hole is a fast, tense read. Pyun is at the top of her 
powers with this, her fourth novel. She uses her characteristically distant tone and 
terse elliptical sentence style to create a mounting sense of dread that makes the 
book difficult to put down. Despite its ready comparison to Stephen King’s 
Misery, this novel is ultimately less about monsters in our midst and more about 
the monstrosity of neglect, in all of its banal and brutal forms. Stylistically, Pyun’s 
is best compared to the work of Shirley Jackson and Yoko Ogawa, for her 
blending of the everyday with the gothic and the grotesque, and would be of 
strong appeal to fans of both literary fiction and genre fiction alike. 

The Gift From Darkness
by Claudia Hoffman
(Co-agented for Christine Proske and 
BJZAgency global team.) 

Dtv/Germany, Little Brown UK  
Commonwealth, Other Press , US- Spring, 
May 17. Sold to HarperCollins Holland, 
Centauria/Italy, Asa/Portugal.

Bestselling journalist/co-author of THE GIRL 
WHO BEAT ISIS (available in Skanadanvia) , 
THE VOICE OF FREEDOM (available in some 
territories) Film rights sold. 

The story of Patience Ibrahim, the most 
inspiring story of a young, pregnant Nigerian 
girl who was kidnapped by Boko Haram and 
the hell she endured for the sake of her 
unborn child.  This is a survival story of a 
young mother and how the love from her unborn baby saved their lives.



Ruhi, a Century-old Veteran Fighting to the 
Death—again and again—vs. The Brain 
Puppeteer
by Murat Mentes
BJZA International Team represents world rights for 
Kalem Agency in Turkey.

April Publishers/Turkey. Sold over 100,000 copies in 
Turkey.  

Murat Menteş, who has brought a powerful breath of 
fresh air to Turkish literature and been described as the 
“Tarantino of literature” and “a Palahniuk full of 
laughter,” brings us yet another extraordinary adventure 
with his third novel, Ruhi, a Century-old Veteran 
Fighting to the Death—again and again—vs. The Brain 
Puppeteer.  This book is a veritable literary arsenal. 
Every page will surprise you and make you laugh, while 
also nudging you towards philosophical ruminations.  Ruhi Mücerret, the main 
character of the book, is the last living veteran of the Turkish War of 
Independence which took place in the first quarter of the twentieth century. This 
“soldier,” whose days, not to mention minutes and seconds, are numbered, has 
been asked to carry out one last task in his life:  Kill a man by the name of 
Innocent Cutie, a man he’s never met before.   Taking up a rifle he stole from a 
French officer 85 years earlier, he sets out to find his target.

The Tree
by Sun-won Lee
English translation available.

This 2014 novella chronicles a year-long conversation 
between the centenarian grandpa tree and the young 

tree in its 8th year. Although the little tree is well-
behaved for most parts, it also displays rebellious 
streaks like the author, who dropped out of high school 
for two years to leave home and work at a farm. 
Similarly, the little tree refuses to back down from 
bearing more fruits than it can manage, and it takes the 
grandpa tree’s sacrifice to help the little tree survive the bleak winter.

Like the book’s hero young bridegroom, Lee’s grandfather was also married at 



the age of 13 and he planted numerous trees including plums, cherries, and 
pomegranates to serve as a fence around his house. His deferred pleasure evokes 
Aesop’s fable of the ant and the grasshopper, as he is rewarded only after a 
decade for his prescient planting of chestnuts on a bare mountain, his only 
inheritance. The bridegroom and the grandfather tree stand as paragons of 
friendship between a man and a tree, and this friendship is mirrored by the 
budding relationship between the little tree and the grandson Sang-Joon.

Lee’s exquisite narrative technique grafting literature with science. His work is a 
lesson in botany, as he depicts a harmonious ecosystem of myriad trees, bees, 
deer, bulbuls, and humans. When asked about his objectives for writing, Lee 
responded that he’d hoped to write something that would make proud trees that 
had dedicated their bodies for the book. Through the perspective of chestnuts, 
symbols of fertility in Korea, Lee has planted a masterpiece rooted in both global 
folklore and the landscape of his native Gangwon.

The Pasha of Cuisine
by Saygin Ersin
April Publishers, Turkey

BJZA International Team represents for Kalem 
Agency,Turkey.

The Pasha of Cuisine is a novel about an Ottoman chef, 
the namesake of this book who has the ability to create 
magic with the dishes he cooks. A master of gastronomy, 
he is a sovereign of taste and one of those rare geniuses 
who grace the world but once every few centuries...

The Pasha of Cuisine is a novel of banquets and history, 
of masters and apprentices, of journeys and passion...

This is the story of a boy born in the royal palace as a prince who, when he is just 
five years old, manages to survive one of the most brutal palace massacres in 
Ottoman history. When it is discovered that he has a knack for cooking, he is 
taken under the wing of the leading chef of the time. At at a young age he is lucky 
enough to meet the love of his life but ultimately he is unable to hold onto her as 
he falls victim to palace intrigues and schemes...The novel tells the story of how 
this young chef sets out on a journey to learn the secrets of his trade so he can 
become the Pasha of Cuisine and how later in life he sets out to find his true love, 
settle past accounts, and take revenge for the wrongs he's suffered. This is the 
story of Ottoman Palace Cuisine which became one of the world's greatest 
culinary traditions and the skilled cooks, vast storerooms, colossal stoves, 
clattering knives, and endless plots and jealousies that made the Imperial Kitchen 
so renowned.



Co-Agents
BRAZIL
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P&P Permissions
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GERMANY
Anoukh Foerg Litteraire Agent

HOLLAND
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Nurcihan Kesim Literary Agency
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Deal Direct

And, of course, The Pasha of Cuisine is a story of culinary delights... This is the 
tale of the dishes prepared by the Pasha of Cuisine which have been forgotten 
over time, dishes which could be both laborious and also quite simple to prepare; 
these gustatory treasures whetted the appetite, stirred emotions and captivated 
minds, and they could also give life and take it away. But The Pasha of Cuisine is 
not just a culinary novel-it is the story of everything goes into the grand art of 
cooking, including poetry, providence and passion.

Barbara J. Zitwer Agency
www.barbarajzitweragency.com
To download our catalog, scan the QR 
code or visit:
www.barbarajzitweragency.com/catalog


