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RETURN by Aaron Becker
Candlewick Press, Fall 2016

The JOURNEY concludes . . .
When Phoebe once again escapes her selfinvolved family to return to the magical
world beyond the red door, the purple bird
intervenes, leading her dad into the world for
a journey of his own. Unknowingly, however,
Dad brings with him the enemy. With the
purple bird and Phoebe’s red crayon both captured, how can
things ever right themselves? Could Dad’s black pencil
hold magic, too? This last chapter of the Journey trilogy
finally brings color into Phoebe’s home, as she and her
father bond through the adventure of a lifetime!

20 1 4 CA LDE COTT HO NO R

British, Dutch,
German, Russian,
Korean, Simplified
and Complex Chinese
translation rights
sold.

JOURNEY by Aaron Becker
STARRED REVIEWS FROM KIRKUS, SLJ, PW, AND BOOKLIST
Candlewick Press, Fall 2013
British, Danish, Dutch, French, German, Italian, Romanian, Russian,
Spanish, Swedish, Japanese, Korean, Simplified and Complex
Chinese, Brazilian Portuguese, and Farsi translation rights sold.

QUEST by Aaron Becker
STARRED REVIEWS FROM KIRKUS, SLJ, PW, AND BOOKLIST
Candlewick Press, Fall 2014
37+ WEEKS ON THE NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER LIST!

British, Danish, Dutch, French, German, Italian, Russian, Spanish,
Swedish, Japanese, Korean, Simplified and Complex Chinese, and
Brazilian Portuguese translation rights sold.

DEBUTED AT #3 ON THE NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER LIST!

NANETTE’S BAGUETTE by Mo Willems
Disney-Hyperion Books, Fall 2016

Today is the day Nanette gets to get the baguette! Is she set? YOU BET! Mo Willems’s
hilarious picture book follows our plucky heroine on her first big solo trip to the bakery.
But . . . will Nanette get the baguette from baker Juliette? Or will Nanette soon be beset with
regret? Set in a meticulously handcrafted paper-model French village, the uniquely vibrant
laugh-out-loud world of Nanette’s Baguette may be Mo’s best creation yet.
Wernick & Pratt Agency, LLC • Contact: Marcia Wernick • marcia@wernickpratt.com
4455 Douglas Avenue, Suite 9D, Riverdale NY 10471 USA • 718.884.2221 • www.wernickpratt.com

ANNE MARIE PACE AND LEUYEN PHAM’S VAMPIR INA
VAMPIRINA BALLERINA HOSTS A SLEEPOVER
by Anne Marie Pace, illustrated by LeUyen Pham
Disney-Hyperion Books, Fall 2013

Before Vampirina can host her very first sleepover, there are a few things she must
keep in mind: be polite and offer her guests food (like blood pudding); plan some
games like scavenger hunt (but keep the clues simple, so no one gets lost); and
don’t forget to dance! Vampirina may be a little nervous at first, but by following
a few simple rules, she will host the Best Sleepover Ever.

VAMPIRINA BALLERINA
STARRED REVIEW FROM PW
Disney-Hyperion Books, Fall 2012
Illustration rights handled by Disney-Hyperion.

© LeUyen Pham

French translation rights to series sold.

VAMPIRINA #3 forthcoming!

T WI RL WI TH TAL LUL AH!
TALLULAH’S TAP SHOES by Marilyn Singer
Illustrated by Alexandra Boiger
Clarion Books, Spring 2015

It’s summer, and Tallulah is excited about going to dance
camp. She’ll get to take plenty of ballet classes. But
she’ll have to take tap, too—and she’s NOT excited
about that. She’s never taken tap before, so she’ll
be a beginning beginner. And she’s right—tap
class is not much fun. Plus, there’s a girl her same
age who’s maddeningly good at tap dancing. But
that same girl isn’t very good at ballet . . .
could it be that she and Tallulah
have something in common?
Text rights handled by
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.

French and Simplified Chinese
translation rights to series
sold.
© Alexandra Boiger
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TAKE A RI DE ON THE L I TTLE BLUE TRUCK SE RIE S
LITTLE BLUE TRUCK’S HALLOWEEN
by Alice Schertle, illustrated by Jill McElmurry
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Fall 2016

Beep! Beep! It’s Halloween! Little Blue Truck is picking up his animal
friends for a costume party. Lift the flaps in this large, sturdy board book to
find out who’s dressed up in each costume! Will Blue wear a costume too?
With the delightful rhymes and signature illustration style that made Little
Blue Truck a household name, Blue’s new adventure is full of festive
costumes, fall colors, and plenty of Halloween fun!

LITTLE BLUE TRUCK
by Alice Schertle
Illustrated by Jill McElmurry
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Fall 2009

Little Blue Truck is a joyful cacophony of animal
and truck sounds that will have youngsters beeping,
quacking, and begging for one more go-round! Jill McElmurry’s gouache
illustrations of wild-eyed farm animals and country roads are warm and
wonderful, suiting the cheerfully rhyming text to a T.
Text rights handled by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt.
British, Dutch, French, Romanian, Spanish, Japanese, Korean, Simplified and
Complex Chinese, and Hebrew translation rights sold.
WITH TWINKLE LIGHTS!

LITTLE BLUE TRUCK’S CHRISTMAS
by Alice Schertle, illustrated by Jill McElmurry
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Fall 2014

Also available
as a PLUSH

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! Little Blue Truck is spreading
cheer by delivering Christmas trees to his animal friends. Can you help
count each green tree? Blue’s latest adventure is full of holiday warmth.

One of PW’s Top 20 Bestsellers for 9 weeks!

LITTLE BLUE TRUCK’S BEEP-ALONG BOOK
by Alice Schertle, illustrated by Jill McElmurry
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Fall 2015

If you’re happy and you know it, beep along!
Sing and beep to this cheerful adaptation of the familiar tune with Little Blue Truck
and all his farm friends. Press on Blue so he can beep along, too!
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IDA, ALWAYS by Caron Levis
Illustrated by Charles Santoso
STARRED REVIEWS FROM PUBLISHERS WEEKLY AND SLJ
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, Spring 2016

Ida and Gus are polar bears at the Central Park Zoo. Every day they play
together—until one day Ida gets sick. And she doesn’t get better. Based on
the true story of the iconic polar bears at the Central Park Zoo, this heartfelt
story, with touches of humor and a kid-size perspective of death, shows
readers what it’s like to lose someone you love and find your way back to
wholeness.

Illustration rights handled by Atheneum.

“It’s an example of children’s books at their best.”—THE NEW YORK TIMES

CLICK! by Frank Dormer
Viking Books, Spring 2016

CLICK! There’s a cat on the loose! Fluffy the
dog is determined to find it. But while
everything Fluffy finds rhymes with cat, it’s
definitely not a cat.

Will he ever find the cat? And what’s up with
all these clicks?? Here is a book, a mystery,
and a game all wrapped into one. Perfect for
the curious cat in all of us!

SWAP! by Steve Light
STARRED REVIEWS FROM KIRKUS, BOOKLIST, AND SLJ
Candlewick Press, Spring 2016

What could make a salty pirate sad? An old ship, perhaps? A young boy has
just the idea to solve the problem: Swap!
With the help of the ship’s monkey, the boy and pirate know just where to go
to trade for exactly what the old ship needs to look shiny and new again. In
this playful, almost-wordless story of friendship and trade, Steve Light
incorporates his masterful pen-and-ink line with splashes of color to create a
visual feast of details to discover in each new read!
Korean translation rights sold.

“A fun-filled swapfest for salty dogs and landlubbers alike.”—SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL
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© Frank Dormer

CLICK! CLICK! CLICK!

P I C T U R E

B O O K S

CY MAKES A FRIEND by Ann Marie Stephens, illustrated by Tracy Subisak
Boyds Mills Press, Spring 2017

CY MAKES A FRIEND is the story of a lonely
Cyclops and his quest for companionship—which is
assisted, in part, by a well-timed volcanic eruption.
Ann Marie Stephens and Tracy Subisak transform the
Cyclopean mythos to tell a story of friendship, bravery,
and acceptance.

© Tracy Subisak

THE BEAR WHO WASN’T THERE by LeUyen Pham
Roaring Brook Press, Fall 2016

This is the story of the Bear who wasn’t there. WAIT. This is not a Bear.
Where is Bear?
“What did I tell you? Never trust a Bear. They
are totally unreliable. Now, Ducks, on the other
hand, always show up! How about I tell you a
nice duck story?”
. . . and so begins the battle for the book
between Narrator and Duck. Who will prevail?
And will Bear ever be found within, between, or
under the pages? Find out in this rollicking and
irreverent duck bear hunt.

© LeUyen Pham

LUCKY LAZLO by Steve Light
Candlewick Press, Fall 2016

With the perfect red rose in hand, he sets off for the theater, where the
girl of his dreams is starring in Alice in W onderland. Lazlo has a ticket
—how lucky is that?
But when a cat snatches the flower and dashes backstage, Lazlo is in for
a bit of bad luck. And it’s no wonder, since at the Peacock Theater,
they’ve broken every superstitious rule in the book. The chase is on—
past the tailor, into the orchestra, over the prop table, even through the
Mad Hatter’s tea party. Will Lazlo catch the cheeky kitty in time to present the flower to his lady love? Good luck! Or, as they say in the
theater, break a leg!
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ADA LOVELACE, POET OF SCIENCE
by Diane Stanley, illustrated by Jessie Hartland
Simon & Schuster, Spring 2016

A hundred years before the dawn of the digital age, Ada Lovelace—daughter to
the famous poet, Lord Byron, and his mathematical wife, Annabella—would
envision the computer-driven world we know today, and in demonstrating how
such machines would work, wrote the first computer program. Stanley’s lyrical
writing and Hartland’s vibrant illustrations capture the spirit of Ada Lovelace, the
first computer programmer, and bring her fascinating story vividly to life.
Illustration rights handled by Sanford J. Greenburger Associates.

WHEN JACKIE SAVED GRAND CENTRAL
by Natasha Wing, illustrated by Alexandra Boiger
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Spring 2017

Ever since she was little, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis had loved
old buildings. When she heard that one of her first and greatest
loves, New York’s Grand Central Station, was going to be
demolished and replaced with a big ugly skyscraper, she knew she
had to act. Taking her love of Grand Central all the way from New
York City to the Supreme Court, Jackie inspired an entire country
to defend the buildings that monumentalized America's beginnings.
Follow the landmark case that established Jackie Kennedy as one
of America’s most beloved cultural preservationists and the woman
who saved Grand Central.

LIFT YOUR LIGHT A LITTLE HIGHER
by Heather Henson, illustrated by Bryan Collier
Caitlyn Dlouhy Books / Atheneum Books for Young Readers, Fall 2017

Welcome to Mammoth Cave. It’s 1840 and my name’s Stephen Bishop. Down here, beneath
the earth, I’m not just a slave. I’m a pioneer . . .

Grab your lantern and follow the remarkable and world-famous Mammoth Cave explorer—
and slave—Stephen Bishop as he guides you through the world’s largest cave system, in
this remarkable homage to the resilience of human nature.
Text rights handled by Atheneum Books for Young Readers.

BORN IN THE WILD by Lita Judge
STARRED REVIEWS FROM SLJ, KIRKUS, AND PW
Roaring Brook Press, Fall 2014

Featuring the most adorable babies in the animal world, this awww-inspiring
book proves that baby mammals aren’t so very different from us after all!
6
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FOR EXPLORERS AND ADVENTURERS
YOU MUST BE THIS TALL by Steven Weinberg
Margaret K. McElderry Books / Simon & Schuster, Fall 2016

Best friends Frank and Harold do everything as a pair. And at the fair, they
want to ride the roller coaster together, too! But one of them isn’t tall enough.

Can this energetic duo think outside the box and figure out a way to overcome
the height restriction and ride the roller coaster? Find out in this adorable
picture book from Steven Weinberg that celebrates the value of friendship and
encourages problem solving.

“Weinberg’s digitally enhanced watercolor and pencil cartoon illustrations
are full of energy and movement . . . VERDICT An irreverent punch line
adds surprise and a last belly laugh.”—SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL

PIGLOO by Anne Marie Pace, illustrated by Lorna Hussey
Henry Holt Books for Young Readers, Fall 2016

Pigloo is an explorer. His destination? The North Pole. Big sister Paisley has
doubts about Pigloo's plan, but Pigloo knows that explorers have to be patient
as well as brave. When Pigloo takes his sled to the top of a hill, he sets off on
his expedition—with a
little unexpected help.
This sweet, expressively
illustrated story shows
that sometimes the
greatest adventures are
the ones that happen in
your own backyard.

SPACE BOY AND THE SPACE PIRATE
by Dian Curtis Regan
Illustrated by Robert Neubecker
Boyds Mills Press, Spring 2016

Niko and his crew embark on an intergalactic adventure to the Planet Zorg, where
Niko’s cousin Sasha is being held captive by a space pirate (who is actually Niko’s
sister, Posh!). But when Niko and his crew charge in to the rescue, the girls do the
unthinkable by capturing his ship and leaving him stranded far from Planet Home.

With a picture book format, comic book–style artwork, and humorous, simple text,
Space Boy and the Space Pirate is both a thrilling adventure and a celebration of
the power of pretend play.
Text rights handled by Boyds Mills Press.
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DE LI GHT IN OWLY WI SD OM AND OLYMPIC F EAT S
HOOT AND PEEP: WAITING FOR SNOW by Lita Judge
Dial Books for Young Readers, Fall 2017

Winter has come. “Snow will come soon,” says Hoot to Peep. It’s Peep’s first winter.
What kind of song does snow have? wonders Peep. Is it drop, ploppety, splop like
rain’s song? Or scrinkle scrattle like falling leaves? “Hoo,” says Hoot, staying vague as
big brothers do when they don’t quite remember. He wraps Peep up to keep her warm
while they wait, but Peep can’t sit still without a song to sing.
When the first flakes fall, snow’s song becomes clear: silence. That is, until the Hoooo,
Schweeee, and Thump! that come from playing in it, which is exactly what Hoot and
Peep do!

HOOT AND PEEP by Lita Judge
STARRED REVIEW FROM SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL
Dial Books for Young Readers, Spring 2016

Hoot is convinced that Peep just doesn’t appreciate his owly wisdom. Peep is
convinced that Hoot just doesn’t appreciate the joy in singing about the mystery of
things like the sound of the bells in the tower—“schweep dingity dong, schweep
dingity dong”—or the slap of the waves against the riverbank—“slippity slap,
slippity slap.” Maybe there’s room for more than one owly sound? This charming
story of sibling rivalry is set in the night skies of Paris.

MAX AND MARLA #2 by Alexandra Boiger
G. P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, Summer 2017

Coming soon: another MAX AND MARLA adventure!
Korean translation rights sold.

MAX AND MARLA by Alexandra Boiger

© Alexandra Boiger

G. P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, Fall 2015

Max and Marla are best friends—and aspiring Olympians!
With their eyes on the prize, they know exactly what it’ll
take to reach sledding success: preparation, practice, and
perseverance. So when rusty blades, strong winds, and
difficult slopes get in their way, Max and Marla realize
true joy lies not in winning, but in friendship. With
delightful illustrations and charming text, Alexandra
Boiger brings to life the story of two Olympians who
never give up!
Korean translation rights sold.
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© Alexandra Boiger

B A C K L I S T

F A V O R I T E S

FLIGHT SCHOOL by Lita Judge
STARRED REVIEWS FROM SLJ AND BCCB
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, Spring 2014

Little Penguin has the soul of an eagle, but he wasn’t built to soar.
With irrepressible spirit, Penguin follows his dreams to flip, flap, fly!
Dutch, French, German, Simplified Chinese,
and Azerbaijani translation rights sold.

ZIG AND THE MAGIC UMBRELLA by Sylvie Kantorovitz
Dial Books for Young Readers, Spring 2015

It’s dark and rainy. Zig is lonely. Suddenly—WHOOOOOSH!—he catches hold
of a red umbrella that sweeps him to a faraway place. There, a bright yellow bird
desperately needs his help. Little does Zig know what’s in store for him. But this
unlikely hero is brave, and he has a magic umbrella. With tender illustrations that
help the very youngest follow the story, this whimsical and wondrous adventure
leads Zig to the greatest prize of all: a new friend.
Korean translation rights sold.

© Sylvie Kantorovitz

2014 CORETTA SCOTT KING ILLUSTRATOR AWARD

KNOCK KNOCK: MY DAD’S DREAM FOR ME
by Daniel Beaty, illustrated by Bryan Collier
STARRED REVIEW FROM PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, Fall 2013
Named to the New York Public Library’s “100 Books for Reading and Sharing” List (2013)

This powerful and inspiring book shows the love that an absent parent can leave behind,
and the strength that children find in themselves as they grow up and follow their dreams.
French, Japanese, and Simplified Chinese translation rights sold.
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T HE NY T – BEST-S ELLING

E LE PHANT & PI GGIE S ERIES !
I REALLY LIKE SLOP! (#24)
Disney-Hyperion Books, Fall 2015
Learn how to make slop with Mo Willems! (bit.ly/1Sd17pf)

THE THANK YOU BOOK (#25)
Disney-Hyperion Books, Spring 2016

The award-winning and best-selling series continues
to charm readers. Featuring two lovable and funny
characters—an optimistic (and sometimes reckless) pig,
and a cautious, pessimistic elephant—these books make
reading irresistible to beginning readers. In addition to
plush dolls, t-shirts, and tote bag licenses, a musical
adaptation of five titles premiered at the John F.
Kennedy Center in Washington, DC in Fall 2013.

#21 (Spring 2014)
13+ WEEKS
ON NYT LIST!

#22 (Fall 2014)

#23 (Spring 2015)

A 2015 GEISEL
HONOR BOOK

10+ WEEKS
ON NYT LIST!

Titles within the series have been
licensed for British, French,
German, Italian, Norwegian,
Polish, Romanian, Spanish,
Japanese, Korean,
Simplified and Complex
Chinese, Vietnamese,
Azerbaijani, Brazilian
Portuguese, Hebrew, and
Turkish translation rights.
© Mo Willems

MORE OF YOUR FAVORI T E PI GE ON!
All images © Mo Willems
Titles within the series have been
licensed for British, Catalan, Dutch,
French, German, Greek, Romanian,
Russian, Spanish, Japanese, Korean,
Simplified and Complex Chinese,
Thai, Vietnamese, Arabic,
Azerbaijani, Farsi, Hebrew, Maori,
Portuguese, and Turkish translation
rights.
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T HE PIGEON IS B ACK — AND

HE ’S FI LTHY!

THE PIGEON NEEDS A BATH!
STARRED REVIEW FROM PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
Disney-Hyperion Books, Spring 2014

The Pigeon needs a bath . . .
Except the Pigeon’s not so sure about that.
Besides, he took a bath last month! Maybe.
It’s going to take some serious
convincing to get the Pigeon to take the
plunge!

43 WEEKS ON THE NEW YORK
TIMES BESTSELLER LIST!

British, Catalan, French, Greek, Spanish,
Korean, Simplified Chinese, and Portuguese
translation rights sold.

© Mo Willems

A PARI SI AN ADVE NTURE F ROM A B RILLI ANT PA I R

© Tony DiTerlizzi

THE STORY OF DIVA AND FLEA
by Mo Willems, illustrated by Tony DiTerlizzi
STARRED REVIEWS FROM BOOKLIST AND SLJ
Disney-Hyperion Books, Fall 2015

Diva, a small yet brave dog, and Flea, a curious streetwise cat, develop
an unexpected friendship in this unforgettable tale of discovery.

For as long as she could remember, Diva lived at 11 avenue Le Play
in Paris, France. For as long as he could remember, Flea also lived in
Paris, France—but at no fixed address. When Flea f lâneurs past Diva’s
courtyard one day, their lives are forever changed. Together, Diva and Flea
explore and share their very different worlds, as only true friends can do.
Illustration rights handled by Gotham Group.
British, French, Italian, Simplified Chinese, and Hebrew translation rights sold.

“Humor and sincerity walk paw-in-paw through this simple chapter
book, inspiring exploration, bravery, and making friends. Be warned,
excessive smiling may occur while reading.”—BOOKLIST
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MAGICAL ANIMAL ADOPTION AGENCY #1: CLOVER’S LUCK
by Kallie George, illustrated by Alexandra Boiger
Disney-Hyperion Books, Fall 2014, 128 pages

Despite her name, Clover has always felt decidedly unlucky. So
when she stumbles upon a mysterious cottage in the Woods, she can
hardly believe her good fortune. It’s the Magical Animal Adoption Agency,
and it houses creatures of all kinds. Fairy horses, unicorns, and a fiery young
dragon are just the beginning!
Mr. Jams, the Agency’s owner, agrees to hire her as summer helper and Clover hopes her luck
has finally changed. But when she’s left alone to care for the Agency, a sneaky witch comes
after the magical creatures! Will Clover outsmart her in time to protect the animals?
British text rights handled by Hyperion.
Translation text rights handled by Folio Literary Management.

“"[This] gentle tale of magic and self-reliance will entertain confident new independent readers. Clover's
sweet story is a good next step for lovers of the Magic Tree House.”—KIRKUS REVIEWS

MAGICAL ANIMAL ADOPTION AGENCY #2: THE ENCHANTED
EGG by Kallie George, illustrated by Alexandra Boiger
Disney-Hyperion Books, Fall 2015, 144 pages

With charming illustrations by Alexandra Boiger, the
second book in Kallie George’s The Magical Animal
Adoption Agency series celebrates the magic of new
friends and the power of seeing with your heart.
British text rights handled by Hyperion.
Translation text rights handled by Folio Literary Management.
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All images © Alexandra Boiger

There’s a new resident at the Magical Animal Adoption Agency—but this one hasn’t hatched
yet! Mr. Jams brought home an enchanted egg from his last journey, and Clover can't wait to
find out what kind of creature the polka-dotted shell contains. But one morning when Clover
checks on the cozy nest of feathers she's made for the
egg, she finds it empty, and the baby animal is nowhere
in sight! Clover is anxious to find the creature, but the
Agency is full of visitors looking for pets of their own.
Will Clover be able to match them with their perfect
companions and save the mysterious animal before
Mr. Jams returns from his trip?

I N

N E W

M I D D L E - G R A D E

S E R I E S !

SMASHIE MCPERTER AND THE MYSTERY OF ROOM 11
by N. Griffin, illustrated by Kate Hindley
Candlewick Press, Spring 2015, 256 pages

Smashie McPerter knows a lot. She was co-champion of last year’s Mathalon along with
her best friend, Dontel; she won the spelling bee, again with Dontel; and she loved to think
about complicated things, just like Dontel. What she doesn’t know is how her classmates
(including Dontel!) could ever have voted for Patches to be the classroom pet. Hamsters
were like Frankensteins: two creatures put together! And the name Patches? Really?
Smashie thought Uggles de Blucky would have been more suitable. Her classmates were not
shy about expressing their feelings toward her suggestions.
So when Patches goes missing, Smashie must use all her skills to prove her own
innocence. With Dontel’s help, many hypotheses are drawn . . . maybe even the one that will
reveal the true culprit.
Illustration rights handled by Candlewick.

SMASHIE MCPERTER AND THE
MYSTERY OF THE MISSING GOOP
by N. Griffin, illustrated by Kate Hindley
Candlewick Press, Fall 2016, 304 pages

There’s never a dull moment in Room 11. Smashie McPerter
and Dontel Marquise are thrilled when they get the news that
their class and the other third graders will be participating in
a performance to showcase their talents to their family and
friends. Smashie desperately wants to sing, but it seems like
her teacher and classmates are determined to steer her in
another, non-vocal, direction.

© Kate Hindley

Smashie’s hurt feelings are put to one side,
however, as she and her best friend Dontel
are soon caught up in another intriguing mystery. A jar of hair goop,
vital to the success of the performance, goes missing under suspicious
circumstances. The pair decides to don their investigation suits once
more and, though they have a knack for solving mysteries through
hard work and determination, their sleuthing doesn’t always go over
well with their classmates. Can they find the goop stealer and mend
fences before all chaos breaks loose?
Illustration rights handled by Candlewick.

SMASHIE MCPERTER #3 coming in 2017!
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U P C O M I N G

M I D D L E - G R A D E

THE BEST MAN by Richard Peck
Dial Books for Young Readers, Fall 2016, 240 pages

A new modern classic from the Newbery Medal–winning author of
A YEAR DOWN YONDER!

JAC KE T
FORTHCOMING

Archer Magill has spent a lively five years of grade school with one eye out in search of
grownup role models. Three of the best are his grandpa, the great architect; his dad, the
great vintage car customizer; and his uncle Paul, who is just plain great. These are the three
he wants to be. Along the way he finds a fourth, Mr. McLeod, a teacher—the first male
teacher in the history of the school, in fact. But now here come middle school and puberty.
Change. Archer wonders how much change has to happen before his voice does. He doesn’t
see too far ahead, so every day or so a startling revelation breaks over him. Then a really
big one arrives when he’s the best man at the wedding of two of his role models. But that
gets ahead of the story. In pages that ripple with laughter, there’s a teardrop here and there.
And more than a few insights about the bewildering world of adults, made by a boy on his
way to being the best man he can be.

MAKING FRIENDS WITH BILLY WONG
by Augusta Scattergood
Scholastic Press, Fall 2016, 224 pages

Azalea is not happy about being dropped off to care for Grandmother Clark. Paris Junction is
nothing like her Texas hometown. And now she’s been thrown together with troubled Willis
DeLoach, gossipy Melinda Bowman, and Billy Wong, a Chinese-American boy who has his
own troubles. Billy’s parents own the Lucky Foods grocery store, where days are long, and
folks aren’t always friendly. Inspired by the true stories of Chinese immigrants who came to
the American South during the civil rights era, this poignant story reminds us all that home is
where our hearts reside, and that friends can come to us in the most unexpected ways. This
brilliantly nuanced novel is told from two points of view: Billy Wong is rendered in clipped
verse narratives, interspersed with Azalea’s emotionally expressive prose.

THE MAYPOP KIDNAPPING by C. M. Surrisi
Carolrhoda Books, Spring 2016, 304 pages

In the coastal village of Maiden Rock, Maine, Quinnie Boyd’s teacher has disappeared.
Quinnie thinks it’s a kidnapping case, but her mom, the town sheriff, just thinks the teacher
has left town. Still, Quinnie’s going to follow her instincts that something’s wrong.
Her investigation takes her through a damp and smelly marsh, a lobster pound, and more of
Maine’s messiest places. She even gets help from her glamorous new neighbor, Mariella.
As the girls hunt for clues around Maiden Rock, they encounter a cast of unlikely
characters. And if Quinnie’s hunch is right, the search may lead them right into danger . . .
This hilarious and page-turning debut is the perfect whodunit story for middle-school
sleuths.
Second in series coming Spring 2017
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SOME OF THE PARTS by Hannah Barnaby
STARRED REVIEW FROM PUBLISHERS WEEKLY
Knopf Books for Young Readers, Winter 2016, 304 pages

For months, Tallie McGovern has been coping with the death of her older brother the
only way she knows how: by smiling bravely and pretending that she’s okay. She’s
managed to fool her friends, her parents, and her teachers, yet she can’t even say his
name out loud: “N—” is as far as she can go. Then Tallie comes across a letter in the
mail, and it only takes two words to crack the careful façade she’s built up:
ORGAN DONOR.
Two words that had apparently been checked off on her brother’s driver’s license; two
words that her parents knew about—and never revealed to her. All at once, everything
Tallie thought she understood about her brother’s death feels like a lie. And although a
part of her knows he’s gone forever, another part of her wonders if finding the letter
might be a sign. That if she can just track down the people on the other end of those two
words, it might somehow bring him back.
Hannah Barnaby’s deeply moving novel asks questions there are no easy answers to, as
it follows a family struggling to pick up the pieces, and a girl determined to find the
brother she wasn’t ready to let go of.
“Barnaby’s elegant, well-paced novel stands out from others examining the death of a loved one both for
its understated writing and for its penetrating exploration of the outer limits of grief and guilt.”
—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

DEADLY FLOWERS: A NINJA’S TALE by Sarah L. Thomson
Boyds Mills Press, Spring 2016, 272 pages

Kata, a ninja, embarks on her first solo mission, for which she must enter a warlord’s
castle and make sure that a certain sleeping occupant never awakens. But then Kata
discovers that her target is just a young boy (and that her new accomplice is that boy’s
slightly older sister), and suddenly her mission is much more complicated than she
bargained for.
Faced with taking someone’s life or confronting the dire consequences of failure in her
mission, Kata must make a hard choice, one that leads her into a more dangerous battle
than she ever expected. In this action-packed coming-of-age novel, Kata discovers that
while a ninja must always act alone, humanity requires that you accept the trust and
friendship of others.

Follow the rest of Kata’s adventures in THE FATE OF THE PEARL, out Spring 2017
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MARY’S MONSTER
by Lita Judge
Roaring Brook Press, Spring 2018

Reader, are you paying attention?
I am her Creature . . .
But she was the girl who created life from
death . . .
In her first foray into YA, best-selling
picture book author Lita Judge breaks
new ground in this mesmerizing illustrated
work of creative nonfiction, tracing the
origins of one of literature’s most iconic
creatures and the woman who brought him
to life on the page.

THE ESCAPADES OF CLINT MCCOOL
by Jane Kelley
Illustrated by Jessika von Innerebner
Grosset & Dunlap, Fall 2017

Zing, zong, zing. Brain flash! A pirate hook. Underground
tunnels. Brains in jars. Clint McCool always has a lot of
great ideas. That’s what makes him an X-Treme Hero. But
sometimes he has too many great ideas. When he runs onto
a film set, he gets into trouble. A lot of trouble. Can Clint
McCool still save the day?
Illustration rights handled by Grosset & Dunlap.
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