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2016 FICTION



The Voyage of the Dolphin
Kevin Smith

About this book:

‘Lace up your stoutest boots and pack your warmest underwear -- 
we’re all off to the bloody Arctic!’

It is Dublin in the spring of 1916: while war rages across Europe 
and rebellion threatens the Irish capital, three young College 
friends embark on a foolhardy seafaring mission to find the lost 
skeleton of an Irish giant. With mishaps, mischief, and a little 
romance, their voyage is a hilarious odyssey round the edges of 
history and into a curious, wonderful adventure that will change 
their lives forever. Ernest Shackleton meets P.G.Wodehouse in 
this heart-warming tale of three men in a ship (to say nothing of 
the dog, a foul-mouthed Scotsman and an iguana…).

About the author:

Kevin Smith was born in London and grew up in Northern Ireland. 
A former journalist, he worked for a number of years as a foreign 
correspondent in Eastern Europe. His previous novel, Jammy Dodger, 
was long-listed for the Desmond Elliot Prize for New Fiction. He 
currently lives in Dublin with his family. 

‘A thrilling, beautifully written, fast-paced 
adventure full of intriguing historical detail, 
brilliant characters and boat-loads of laughs. 
I LOVED it!’
-Pauline McLynn

‘Smith is a good writer, with a funny 
sensibility.’
-Publishers Weekly

‘A jovial tale of polar adventure ... Smith 
spins a good story.’ 
-The Guardian

‘A good old seafaring jaunt buoyed up with 
plenty of humour, Smith’s novel is a riot.’
-The Irish Times

ISBN: 9781910124826    Publication Date: 17th March 2016   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Historical Fiction    Extent: 288
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Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 



A Fine House in Trinity
Lesley Kelly

About this book:

‘I enjoyed my first day at primary school.  Of course, I didn’t know 
then that this was the first day of a suffocating friendship with a 
psychopath, a friendship I’d still be trapped in thirty years later.’

Joseph Staines left town with a stolen tallybook, but two suspicious 
deaths and a surprise inheritance have lured him back home to 
Edinburgh. No-one is pleased to see him. The debtors want him 
gone.  The Police have some questions for him. And a mysterious 
stranger has been asking about him in the pub. To survive, Staines 
has to sober up, solve the murders, and stay one step ahead of 
the man who wants him dead.

About the author:

Lesley Kelly has worked in the public and voluntary sectors for 
the past twenty years, dabbling in poetry and stand-up comedy 
along the way. She has won a number of writing competitions, 
including the Scotsman’s Short Story award in 2008. She lives in 
Edinburgh with her husband and two sons.

Longlisted for The McIlvanney 
Prize

‘Written with brio, A Fine House in Trinity 
is fast, edgy and funny, a sure-fire hit with 
the tartan noir set. A standout debut, if 
there is justice in the world this book 
will find its audience.’
-Michael J. Malone, author of Bad 
Samaritan and The Guillotine 
Choice 

‘This is a romp of a novel which is both 
entertaining and amusing.’
-Crime Fiction Lover

ISBN: 9781910124956    Publication Date: 21st April 2016   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Crime     Extent: 288
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Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights.  Audio (SOLD), Large Print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 



The Aeronaut’s Guide to Rapture
Stuart Campbell

About this book:

Three people in three countries in three different eras. Ursule 
in 1864 lives the life of a kitchen skivvy in Paris. Dexter in 1965 
is an American GI in Vietnam. Dante in 2015 is a Catholic priest 
in Palermo, Sicily. For Ursule the Prussians are closing in. For 
Dexter it’s the Vietcong. For Dante it is the mafia. How can they 
escape but, more than that, how can misery become rapture? 
In contemporary Britain a fourth person holds all the strings in 
his hands as he rises silently and gracefully above the earth. In 
this tour de force of imagination Stuart Campbell follows the 
brilliant John McPake and the Sea Beggars with a tale that defies 
time and gravity and takes the reader to a place few have ever 
been and fewer still come back from.

About the author:

Stuart Campbell has worked as an English teacher, Advisor, 
Communications Lecturer, Education Manager and Consultant in 
the Lothians for longer than he cares to remember. Stuart is now 
gainfully employed as a mental health trainer for Health in Mind, an 
Edinburgh based charity. He has also written for the Guardian and 
The Scottish Book Collector. His other works include Boswell’s 
Bus Pass and RLS in Love. 

‘With a structure and a quirkiness 
reminiscent of Yann Martel’s High Mountains 
Of Portugal this could be literary Marmite – a 
case of love it or hate it, but it manages to 
work for me.’
-Nudge Books 

‘Three stories from three different places, 
widely separated in space and time. And 
three utterly compelling central characters, 
who have much in common as they seek to 
escape the circumstances in which they find 
themselves and somehow carve out a better 
future.’
-Undiscovered Scotland

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Copies available. 

ISBN: 9781910124932    Publication Date: 19th May 2016    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Literary Fiction    Extent: 320
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John McPake and the Sea Beggars
Stuart Campbell

About this book:

John McPake, a former teacher, has a diagnosis of schizophrenia. 
Soon after his marriage fell apart he started hearing voices 
and eventually moved into an Edinburgh hostel for men with 
enduring mental health problems. An earlier obsession with the 
works of Breughel develops into a full blown delusion, and he 
assumes the personna of Johannes, a 16th century Dutch weaver 
who travels with his friends, Balthazar and Cornelius, in pursuit 
of his son who has been abducted by the Spanish mercenaries; 
an echo of John’s real life quest to be reunited with his brother. 
People with a diagnosis of psychosis often hear multiple voices. 
To the hearer the voices are as real as if they were listening to 
someone standing next to them. The voices, often unpleasant, 
can have completely different characters. John’s voices jostle and 
bitch with each other for the right to tell his story.

About the author:

Stuart Campbell has worked as an English teacher, Advisor, 
Communications Lecturer, Education Manager and Consultant in 
the Lothians for longer than he cares to remember. Stuart is now 
gainfully employed as a mental health trainer for Health in Mind, an 
Edinburgh based charity. He has also written for the Guardian and 
The Scottish Book Collector. His other works include Boswell’s 
Bus Pass and RLS in Love. 

‘A dark, comical story of seeming no-hopers 
which moves seamlessly between modern 
day Edinburgh and 16th Century Holland 
and opens up the world of those who 
struggle through life labelled as mentally ill to 
comic and touching effect.’
-Jo Brand 

‘A gripping and original read that also 
manages to address the extreme impact that 
personality disorders can have.’
-The Scottish Field

‘The central thread of the story always holds 
firm. We never lose sight of his humanity, or 
his need for dignity and self-determination.’
-The Herald

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Copies available. 

ISBN: 9781908737694    Publication Date: 19th June 2014   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Literary Fiction    Extent: 350
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Babylon Berlin
Volker Kutscher

About this book:

Berlin, 1929. Detective Inspector Rath was a successful career 
officer in the Cologne Homicide Division before a shooting 
incident in which he inadvertently killed a man. He has been 
transferred to the Vice Squad in Berlin, a job he detests even 
though he finds a new friend in his boss, Chief Inspector Wolter. 
There is seething unrest in the city and the Commissioner of 
Police has ordered the Vice Squad to ruthlessly enforce the ban 
on May Day demonstrations. The result is catastrophic with many 
dead and injured, and a state of emergency is declared in the 
Communist strongholds of the city. 

About the author:

Volker Kutscher was born in 1962 in Lindlar, West Germany. He 
is the author of the enormously successful Gereon Rath crime 
series which, in addition to compelling narrative, is notable for 
its scrupulous accuracy on Germany in the years between its 
beginning in 1927 and the approach to the Second World War.

A Babylon Berlin TV-series directed by Tom Tykwe (Run, Lola Run) 
will air in 2017. The 40-million-Euro series is to be produced jointly 
by German public broadcaster ARD and Sky.

‘With his detective novel Babylon Berlin, 
Volker Kutscher has succeeded in creating 
an opulent portrait of manners.’
-Der Spiegel

‘Kutscher successfully conjures up the 
dangerous decadence of the Weimar years, 
with blood on the Berlin streets and the 
Nazis lurking menacingly in the wings.’
-Sunday Times

‘Gripping evocative thriller set in Berlin’s 
seedy underworld during the roaring 
Twenties. A massive hit in its native 
Germany, Volker Kutscher’s series, centered 
on Detective Inspector Gereon Rath, is 
currently being filmed for television.’
-Mail on Sunday

ISBN: 9781910124970    Publication Date: 19th May 2016    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Crime     Extent: 544

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio (SOLD). Large Print. 
Copies available. 
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Sandlands
Rosy Thornton

About this book:

From the white doe appearing through the dark wood to the 
blue-winged butterflies rising in a cloud as a poignant symbol of 
happier times, the creatures of the Suffolk landscape move through 
Rosy Thornton’s delicate and magical collection of stories. The 
enigmatic Mr Napish is feeding a fox rescued from the floods; an 
owl has been guarding a cache of long lost letters; a nightingale’s 
song echoes the sound of a loved voice; in a Martello tower 
on a deserted shore Dr Whybrow listens to ghostly whispers. 
Through the landscape and its creatures, the past is linked to the 
present, and generations of lives are intertwined.

About the author:

Rosy Thornton is a Fellow and Tutor of Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge, and a lecturer in Law at the University of Cambridge, 
with specialisms in housing law, charitable trusts and feminist 
legal studies. She has published five novels, including Ninepins 
(Sandstone Press, 2012) and this is her first short story collection. 
She divides her time between Cambridge and the Suffolk sandlings.

‘A writer with extraordinary range.’
-Jenn Ashworth

‘Evocative and sure-footed.’
-Emma Darwin

‘Rosy’s wonderful writing draws you into 
each story with her poetic descriptions of 
the land and her sometimes amusing and 
sometimes poignant observations of people 
and places, of nature and nurture and the 
performing of simple everyday tasks.’
-Adèle Geras

‘Entertaining, illuminating, chilling, sad, and 
often funny too, the whole collection hangs 
together seamlessly as a portrait of a 
fascinating part of the country. It deserves to 
be a huge success.’
-Shiny New Books

ISBN: 9781910985045    Publication Date: 21st July 2016    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Short Stories     Extent: 320
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Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 



A Private Haunting
Tom McCulloch

About this book:

Two men with mysterious past lives meet in an English village 
with dramatic and violent consequences. Jonas Mortensen, a 
Norwegian, has been squatting in a house that actually belongs 
to the traumatised Adam Fletcher, an ex-Marine who inherited it 
during his absence on duty in Afghanistan. When Fletcher comes 
to claim it, and oust Jonas, they live side by side in an increasingly 
uneasy standoff.

Then a local teenage girl goes missing. Everyone comes under 
suspicion, but especially Jonas, who has been helping out at the 
local youth club. Fletcher is haunted by the little sister who went 
missing when he was a boy, and the girl he shot in Afghanistan; 
Jonas by his dead wife and daughter. As the hunt for the wayward 
Lacey intensifies, the fates of the two men become inextricably 
linked, and the past rears up to confront them both.

About the author:

Tom McCulloch has published poetry and short stories in 
various journals including Other Poetry, Northwords, Northwords 
Now, Eildon Tree, Markings, Buzzwords, and Wilderness magazine 
(New Zealand). He was long-listed for the Herald/Imagining 
Scotland short story competition 2011. With his first novel, The 
Stillman, he became an Amazon Rising Star.

‘...a sometimes beautiful and eerie book 
which looks as the strangeness beneath 
modern life in a style reminiscent of Alan 
Warner or Jon McGregor. The author 
knows how to peer into the lives of his 
characters with an unsparing eye, finding 
the warmth and horror that surrounds us 
all.’
-Alan Bissett

‘A captivating triumph that confirms the 
arrival of a blistering new talent on the 
Scottish literary scene.’
-The Daily Record

‘Nicely weighed thriller by rising talent.’
-Sunday Sport

Rights Available:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Copies available. 
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ISBN: 9781910985151    Publication Date: 21st July 2016    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Thriller     Extent: 320



The Making of Mickey Bell
Kellan MacInnes

About this book:

Mickey Bell’s sick all right… just not as sick as the dole think he 
is. Now his psychotic ex has grassed him up to the benefit fraud 
hotline, and Mickey needs to make a sharp exit. Where better to 
hide than up a Munro?
With faithful dog Tyke at his heels, Mickey flees a Glasgow rife 
with referendum fever for a country where crows and collie dogs 
can speak. A wicked queen, a gay hell’s angel and a total disregard 
for the legal implications of love could be just what Mickey needs 
to turn his life around.

About the author:

Kellan’s first book Caleb’s List was shortlisted for the 2013 Saltire 
Society First Scottish Book Award. Since not dying of AIDS, Kellan 
has been employed as a befriender, a painter and decorator, a 
life coach and a bike tour guide. He’s currently working as a 
supermarket delivery driver in Edinburgh. He ‘compleated’ the 
Munros in September 2014. The Making of Mickey Bell is his first 
novel.

‘A triumphant journey of discovery.’
-Alex Roddie

‘A stylishness and experimentalism 
that few novelists these days even 
dare. ’
-Alan Bissett

‘An outstanding book that is both 
memorable and unique.’
-Undiscovered Scotland

ISBN: 9781910985274    Publication Date: 15th September 2016   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Fiction     Extent: 320
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Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 



Present Tense
WHS McIntyre

About this book:

Robbie Munro’s back home, living with his dad and his new-
found daughter. Life as a criminal lawyer isn’t going well, 
and neither is his love life. While he’s preparing to defend 
the accused in a rape case, it all becomes suddenly more 
complicated when one of his more dubious clients leaves a 
mysterious box for him to look after. What’s in the box is going 
to change Robbie’s life – forever.

The Best Defence Series of legal thrillers is a fictional account 
of the trials and tribulations of defence lawyer Robbie Munro, 
set in the author’s home town of Linlithgow in Central 
Scotland and loosely based on some of the characters and 
unusual cases he has come across over many years in practice.

About the author:

WHS McIntyre is a lawyer involved in criminal defence work for 
so long that he can remember when the Scots Criminal Justice 
System was regarded as the best in the world; the days when it 
was “better that ten guilty men go free than one innocent man 
be convicted.”

Two more novels in the series will be published in 2017: Good 
News, Bad News and Last Will. 

‘Crime with an edge of dark 
humour. The Best Defence series 
could only come out of Scotland.’
-Tommy Flanagan, Braveheart, 
SOA, Guardians of the Galaxy 
Vol. 2

‘Present Tense is a wickedly readable 
and darkly humorous novel...’
-Sergio Casco, Director of 
American Cousins

Filled with the healthy cynicism and 
witty asides which one tends to find 
in the criminal courts, this is great 
stuff.’
-The Journal of the Law Society 

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Copies available. 
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ISBN: 9781910985250    Publication Date: 15th September 2016   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Crime     Extent: 320
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Fallow
Daniel Shand

About this book:

At the heart of this tense and at times times darkly comic novel 
is the relationship between two brothers bound by a terrible 
crime. Paul and Mikey are on the run, apparently from the press 
surrounding their house after Mikey’s release from prison. His 
crime – child murder, committed when he was a boy. As they 
travel, they move from one disturbing scenario to the next, 
eventually involving themselves with a bizarre religious cult.The 
power between the brothers begins to shift, and we realise there 
is more to their history than Paul has allowed us to know.

About the author:

Daniel Shand currently lives in Edinburgh, where he is a PhD 
candidate at the University of Edinburgh and a Scottish literature 
tutor. 
His shorter work has been published in a number of magazines 
and he has performed at the Edinburgh International Book 
Festival. He won the University of Edinburgh Sloan Prize for 
fiction and the University of Dundee Creative Writing Award.

‘Daniel Shand’s debut is a 
brilliant, unpredictable road 
novel, curdled through with a 
unique descriptive lyricism. My 
Book of the Year...’
-Alan Warner

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large Print (SOLD).
Translation rights. Text available. 

ISBN: 9781910985342    Publication Date: 17th November 2016   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Thriller     Extent: 228





2016 NON-FICTION



That Guy Fae the Corries
Ronnie Browne

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 

About this book:

With his musical partner, Roy Williamson, Ronnie Browne 
became a national and international figure as one half of The 
Corries. His autobiography describes his childhood in wartime 
and the austerity Britain of the 1950s and 60s, his musical 
career including Scotland’s unofficial national anthem, Flower of 
Scotland, the death of Roy Williamson, and the following years 
as a solo artist. Through all of this time he has been an active 
and sought after painter and portraitist. Ronnie’s account of his 
life is both funny and fascinating.

About the author:

Ronnie Browne was born in Edinburgh in 1937 and has lived in 
or near the city all through his life. Best known as a folk singer, 
especially as one half of The Corries, he is also an accomplished 
portraitist. In these roles he has travelled the world and is 
a popular and unmistakable figure. Closely associated with 
Scotland’s anthem, Flower of Scotland, he has led the singing 
at many international sporting events and gatherings. Ronnie 
Browne has made many musical albums not only with The 
Corries but also in his own right. More information and
downloads are available at: www.corries.com.

‘Beautifully written, magic memories that made 
me laugh and cry. So wonderful the singer, 
so wonderful the poet, such special times 
remembered and recalled.’ 
-Finbar Furey

‘Ronnie Browne’s story gives an illuminating 
insight into the story behind Flower of 
Scotland, his life, and is a fascinating and 
enjoyable read.’
-David Sole, Scottish Rugby Grand Slam 
Captain

‘What unfolds is an incredibly evocative 
depiction of a young life in post-war Britain, 
and it is worth reading the book for his 
reminiscences of those early days alone.’
-Scots Whay Hae

‘Likeable because its tone is conversational and 
confiding, and there are few Scots who have a 
life story like Ronnie Browne’s to confide.’
-The Scots Magazine

ISBN: 9781910985069   Publication Date: 21st January 2016    RRP: £9.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Biography     Extent: 432
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18 Bookshops

Anne Scott

About this book:

Anne Scott has never housed her books in order of theme 
or author yet she knows where each of them is and the kind 
of life it has led. Some have been gifts but most have been 
chosen in bookshops unique in style and history. Some of the 
shops have travelled with her through life, changing as she has. 
They have been sources of discovery, decisions, and marvels 
for her. Some are everyday shops with a shelf of books in a 
corner, some are beginning again after long lives as churches, 
printing presses, medieval houses, even a petrol-station. There 
are a few the author is too late to see: early print-houses and 
booksellers. They are here too in this book, searched for and 
described, side by side with bookshops open now and busy 
with readers. This book is about them all.

About the author:

Anne Scott lectures in literature and has also been a BBC 
Scotland broadcaster and occasional writer for The Scotsman 
and The Herald in the 1990s. She studied at Edinburgh and 
married there, and her son, Mike Scott (The Waterboys), is 
a successful song-writer and musician. When she was nine, a 
bookseller folded a bookmark with a red cord into her newly-
purchased book and that was the beginning of her love affair 
with books and bookshops. She lives in the west of Scotland.

‘It is a work of research, one built to last. Its 
20,000 words are beautifully constructed, 
and not one seems out of place.’
-The Scotsman

‘An indispensable guide to bookshops lost 
and living and an at times moving tribute 
to impact of the bookshop on the open-
minded and inquiring individual.’
-Northwords Now

‘For everyone who has ever seen a 
bookshop as the gateway to so many other 
worlds, this beautiful book on the character 
of such places and their significance to 
those who are drawn to them must have a 
place on the shelves.’
-Cornflower Books

ISBN: 9781910985021   Publication Date: 3rd March 2016    RRP: £6.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Memoir       Extent: 164

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation Rights (World Rights in Korean 
SOLD). Copies available. 
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Josephine Tey:
A Life

Jennifer Morag Henderson

About this book:

Follows the successful 2015 hardback edition.

Josephine Tey was the pen-name of Elizabeth MacKintosh (1896-
1952). Born in Inverness, MacKintosh lived several ‘lives’: best
known as Golden Age Crime Fiction writer ‘Josephine Tey’, she
was also successful novelist and playwright ‘Gordon Daviot’.
At one point, she had plays on simultaneously in the West End
in London and on Broadway, and even wrote for Hollywood – 
all from her home in the north of Scotland.

About the author:

Jennifer Morag Henderson has had articles, short stories and 
poems published in magazines and anthologies, including Riptide 
(Two Ravens Press), Northwords Now, The Dalhousie Review, 
Gutter, by the BBC and others. As a playwright her work has 
been performed for the National Theatre of Scotland’s Five 
Minute Theatre project, and elsewhere. She holds an MA in 
English Language and Sociology from the University of Glasgow, 
and a Graduate degree from Dalhousie University, Nova Scotia, 
Canada.

‘This is the image of Josephine Tey which 
Henderson leaves us... a strong woman who 
put her duty to her family and her work 
before everything else. ’
-The Telegraph, Best Books 2016

‘It strips away a lot of the myth surrounding 
Mackintosh; and it also tells the moving story 
of a major leading Scots writer...’
-The Observer, Best Biographies of 
2015

‘The life of one of the great golden age crime 
writers is granted a forensic examination in 
Josephine Tey.’ 
-The Independent, Best Crime Books 
of 2015

‘Her biography is scrupulously researched, 
narrated with sympathy and full of 
information previously not readily available. 
It reads like a labour of love.’
-Literary Review

ISBN: 9781910985373    Publication Date: 17th March 2016   RRP: £9.99 
Format: B Paperback     Category: Biography     Extent: 420

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio. Large print (SOLD). 
Translation rights. Copies available. 
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Out There:
A Voice From the Wild

Chris Townsend

About this book:

Those who decry peak bagging as mere list ticking fail to understand 
the commitment, challenge and pleasure involved. Collecting summits 
means collecting experiences.

Drawing from more than forty years of experience as an 
outdoorsman, and probably the world’s best known long distance 
walker who also writes, Chris Townsend describes the landscapes 
and wildlife, the walkers and climbers, and the authors who have 
influenced him in this lucid and beautiful book. Writing from his 
home in the heart of the Cairngorms he discusses the wild, its 
importance to civilisation and how we cannot do without it.

About the author:

Chris Townsend writes regularly for TGO Magazine and has 
written 22 books on the outdoors, including the award winning 
The Backpacker’s Handbook; Scotland in Cicerone’s World Mountain 
Ranges series; Crossing Arizona; the story of an 800 mile walk 
along the Arizona Trail; Walking the Yukon, the story of 1000 mile 
walk through the Yukon Territory; The Munros and Tops, the story 
of his continuous round and A Year In The Life of The Cairngorms, 
a photographic study. His recent publications with Sandstone 
Press feature two long-distance walks he undertook in the USA, 
Grizzly Bears and Razor Clams (2012) and Rattlesnakes and Bald 
Eagles (2014). He was longlisted for the TGO Awards Outdoor 
Personality of the Year 2015. 

‘In the Scottish outdoor world names 
occasionally shine like the stars and very 
quickly fade into the night. Chris Townsend 
has remained a shining light for well over 35 
years, a passionate and inspiring advocate for 
the wild corners of our land, an enthusiast 
who literally walks the walk. ’
-Cameron McNeish

‘Those making the decisions about what 
happens to wild land would do well to 
listen to people like Townsend who really 
understand wild places not for what they are, 
but for what they can offer.’
-Active Outdoors

‘Ranging from the Pacific Crest Trail to the 
Sierras to the peaks of Britain, Out There is as 
a collection of essays from the many walks of 
his own life. Brought together, they read as a 
singular celebration of wild spaces.’
-Geographical Magazine

ISBN: 9781910124727   Publication Date: 17th March 2016    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Outdoor Pursuits     Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation Rights. Copies available. 
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Around the Coast in Eighty Waves:
A Surf Trip Around Britain

Jonathan Bennett

About this book:

Living in an old, unheated campervan for fourteen months, 
including the coldest winter for thirty years, Jonathan Bennett 
travelled clockwise all the way round Britain, surfing every 
beach he could catch a wave. From the Isle of Harris to the 
Lizard Peninsula, from Orkney to Anglesey, from Sandwood Bay 
to Sussex, he shared the waves with seals, sewage and fellow 
surfers, meeting friendly and not-so-friendly locals, often alone 
and miles from civilisation. Without going near a campsite, 
he slept with the sound of the sea whispering in his ears, and 
woke each day ready for a new wave.

About the author:

Jonathan Bennett is a freelance writer and translator. His 
screen credits include film and TV drama, his travel writing 
has appeared in the Guardian, The Independent and Time 
Out, and he wrote the long-standing Roger de Flower column 
in Barcelona Metropolitan. He also writes audio guides for 
museums, castles and other damp venues.

‘A warm and honest account of the cold, 
wet challenges of the surfers’ path.’
-Chris Nelson

‘You can almost feel the salt on your face 
and the wind in your hair when you read 
Jonathan Bennett’s Around the Coast in 
Eighty Waves, a campervan adventure taking 
in some of Britain’s best surfing beaches. 
He visits destinations as far flung as the Isle 
of Harris, the Gower coast and Porthleven. 
If you’re looking for inspiration on where 
next to ride the waves, this is it.’
-Coast Magazine Book of the Month

‘Fun account of the author’s attempt to 
surf every beach of Britain’s coast. Wittily 
written book on an under-represented but 
popular sport.’
-The Bookseller

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 

ISBN: 9781910124888   Publication Date: 21st April 2016    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Sport, Surfing      Extent: 320
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The Ancient Pinewoods of Scotland:
A Companion Guide

Clifton Bain

About this book:

Follows the successful hardback edition.

Scattered across the Scottish Highlands are the last surviving 
remnants of the Caledonian forest which have survived, 
naturally seeding and growing since the last ice age. Visiting 
these ancient woods provides an emotional connection to the 
past with visible traces of the people who lived and worked 
there over the centuries. There is also a chance to look forward, 
after one of the greatest conservation success stories means 
a new future for the pinewoods and their spectacular wildlife. 
This journey to the pinewoods introduces a natural wonder 
alongside a rich cultural heritage.

About the author:

Clifton Bain lives in Edinburgh and has over 25 years of experience 
working on environmental issues with the wildlife charity RSPB. 
Now Director of the IUCN Peatland Programme, his writing gives 
a personal and passionate insight into the human interventions that 
have shaped Scotland’s wildlife and landscape. His previous titles 
with Sandstone Press include The Ancient Pinewoods of Scotland: 
A Traveller’s Guide (2013) and The Rainforests of Britain and Ireland 
(2015). 

‘Detailed, useful; frankly inspired.’
-Scots Magazine

‘A personal and passionate account of the 
human interventions that have shaped the 
ancient pinewoods and on the triumph of their 
conservation and renewal.’-
-RSPB

‘A remarkable and important contribution to the 
natural history of Scotland.’
-Aubrey Mannin

‘Magical landscapes, resonating with almost primal 
echoes from their thousands of years of life.’
-Vanessa Collingridge

‘The muted tones on the elegant cover give no 
hint of the vividness to be found within this very 
informative, bang-up-to-date guide.’
-Scotland Outdoors

ISBN: 9781910124925    Publication Date: 19th May 2016    RRP: £11.99 
Format: 160 x 116     Category: Travel, Ecology    Extent: 192

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation Rights. Copies available. 
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The English Daughter
Maggie Wadey

About this book:

As a child, writer Maggie Wadey was aware her mother was 
different from her father and his family, and that the difference 
was do with her Irishness, but she knew nothing of her 
Tipperary background. Then, before she died, Agnes Kavanagh 
began to talk about the past. Gradually, Maggie began to piece 
together her mother’s early life. But it was only after Agnes’s 
death that she discovered another story – a life and a secret 
hidden in layers of silence.

About the author:

Maggie Wadey is a playwright, novelist and screenwriter. Her 
childhood was spent in England, Egypt, Cyprus and a Sussex 
boarding school. After a brief time as a model, she read Philosophy 
at University College London. Maggie is married to actor John 
Castle and has one daughter and two grandchildren. Among her 
screenplays for television are adaptations of Mansfield Park, The 
Buccaneers, Adam Bede and the children’s novel, Stig of the Dump. 
She divides her time between London and Devon.

‘A luminous act of love and memory.’
-Marina Warner

‘So perceptively drawn we are taken 
immediately into the vivid reality of their 
lives.’
-Edward Fox

‘A historical memoir that unfolds like a 
mystery - personal, universal and beautifully 
told.’
-Sadie Jones

‘This is a vivid account of hardship, sorrow 
and abandonment in times of famine and war, 
sweetened by the redemptive power of love.’
-The Daily Mail

ISBN: 9781910985137    Publication Date: 21st July 2016    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Memoir, Ireland    Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio (SOLD UK, Ireland and 
Commonwealth exc Canada) and Large print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 
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The World is Elsewhere:
My Life in Cuba and Other Places

Chris McIvor

About this book:

We were in the middle of hurricane season and one was brewing 
off the northern coast.
‘Should I be concerned?’ I asked the hotel receptionist.
‘Of course not,’ she replied. ‘Fidel is in charge.’

For years, Chris McIvor moved from one demanding and 
difficult job to another as a country director for ‘Save the 
Children’: Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Egypt, and elsewhere. In 
this latest book, he charts his experiences in Morocco and 
Haiti, then in the Cuba that marketing passes by and tourists 
don’t see. In his journeying he has seen the best and worst 
of people, and the best and worst of aid in the developing 
world, but in The World is Elsewhere he also questions his 
own journey, and why he has lived the way he has, always 
moving, always solitary.

About the author:

Chris McIvor OBE has worked for over thirty years in 
emergency response and development in countries as 
diverse as Sudan, Morocco, Algeria, Cuba, Haiti, Jamaica, 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. He is currently Country 
Director for Save the Children in Sri Lanka. Much of his 
writing reflects his experience in Africa as well as his home 
background in the far north of Scotland, where his parents 
still live. The first book in his series of African memoirs, A 
Bend in the Nile, was published by Sandstone Press in 2008.

PRAISE FOR CHRIS McIVOR

‘[Chris McIvor] provides the essential 
historical context but allows the individual 
characters to speak for themselves and 
bring their cultures to life...’
-Adrian Clark

‘In (his) new book... Chris is a naive, 
intelligent and curious young man who 
immerses himself in the local community.’
-The Daily Record

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print (SOLD 
UK, Ireland and Commonwealth exc Canada). 
Translation rights. Copies available. 

ISBN: 9781910124345    Publication Date: 18th August 2016   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback     Category: Memoir     Extent: 288 
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Upbeat:
The Story of the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq

Paul MacAlindin

About this book:

The story of the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq is here told 
by its musical director from its inception to its eventual end. 
The NYOI came through the most difficult and dangerous of 
times to produce fine music not only in Iraq but also in Britain, 
Germany and France. A beacon of hope and achievement the 
young musicians and their tutors made bridges across their own 
ethnic divisions, made great music in the most trying and tragic 
of circumstances, and became their country’s best ambassadors 
in 5000 years.

About the author:

Paul MacAlindin was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, and holds 
degrees and post-graduate degrees from both the University of 
York and the University of Surrey. He has been a full time classical 
musician since 1993 when he was Assistant for Sir Peter Maxwell 
Davies with the Scottish Chamber Orchestra, BBC Philharmonic 
and Royal Philharmonic. Since then he has been conductor and 
guest conductor for many orchestras including New Zealand 
Symphony, Dusseldorf Symphoniker and the National Youth 
Orchestra of Scotland. For six years he was musical director of 
the National Youth Orchestra of Iraq. 

‘The great adventure of the National Youth 
Orchestra of Iraq deserves not only to be 
recorded for posterity but also to serve as 
an example of how the essential can survive 
catastrophe.’  
-Sir Peter Maxwell Davies

‘Be prepared to laugh, cry, and above all, 
discover music’s power to create harmony 
out of chaos.’
-Julian Lloyd Webber

‘Fragile, precarious, quixotic and almost 
insanely heroic.’
-BBC Music Magazine

‘...one of the most unlikely, and genuinely 
heroic, stories you’re ever likely to read.’
-The Spectator

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. Broadcast 
rights (SOLD). Translation rights (SOLD: German). 
Copies available. 

ISBN: 9781910985090    Publication Date: 11th August 2016   RRP: £19.99 
Format: Royal Jacketed Hardback  Category: Memoir, Music    Extent: 336

 28



 29

Hello, My Name Is...
The Remarkable Story of Personal Names

Neil Burdess

About this book:

Using examples from Anglo-Saxon kings to today’s celebrities, Hello, 
My Name Is... charts the history and importance of personal names— 
given names, surnames, titles, and professional names. Not long ago, 
one in two boys was named William, John or Thomas. Today, only one 
in twenty has one of the three most popular names as parents aim 
for something more distinctive. Tradition aside, the choice of surname 
is as open to parents as the choice of given name, while the titles we 
use have their own histories, such as how ‘Mrs’ once said nothing 
about a woman’s age or marital status. Hello, My Name Is... also looks 
at professional names used by authors and actors.

About the author:

The author’s given name, Neil, is one he shares with the first man 
on the moon. He would like to claim that he was named in honour 
of Neil Armstrong, because he would then be twenty years younger. 
Unfortunately, this is not the case.  The author’s surname, Burdess, is 
not a typo. The much more familiar Burgess is a different name. There 
are less than 300 people with the surname Burdess in Britain, most 
living in northeast England, centred on the perhaps unfortunately 
named town of Crook, where the author was born.

He has a doctor of philosophy degree, and so can use the title Dr 
before his name. However, especially when travelling by air, he uses Mr 
to avoid being mistaken for a member of the medical profession.

‘The most famous stage name is 
Marilyn Monroe—though Norma Jeane 
Dougherty wasn’t impressed: 
“I don’t even know how to spell Marilyn” 
was her first reaction.’

ISBN: 9781910985328    Publication Date: 3rd November 2016   RRP: £14.99 
Format: Royal Hardback    Category: Non-Fiction     Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 
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Wait for Me, Jack
Addison Jones

About this book:

Set near San Francisco, this warm and funny novel follows the 
fortunes and failures of Jack and Milly for sixty years. They 
marry in 1952, and typical of post-war couples, shift up a class. 
Optimistic and full of plans, they see themselves living the 
American Dream. Through the years they cling to each other 
despite having little in common. But the clinging doesn’t always 
preclude infidelity or disappointment, and the social changes 
they live through impact on their relationship in complex and 
surprising ways. Ultimately, though, what holds them together is 
stronger than what pulls them apart. 
This is a love story that tells the truth – or one or two truths – 
about love and marriage.

About the author:

Addison Jones is the author of four novels and a collection of 
short stories, all written under the name of Cynthia Rogerson. 
Her short stories have been broadcast, anthologised, short-listed 
and included in literary magazines. 
She holds a RLF Fellowship at Dundee University, and supervises 
for the University of Edinburgh’s creative writing program. 

‘Brilliantly observed and often very 
funny.’ 
-Morag Joss

‘A lesson, not in how to love, but 
how to make love last.’ 
-Tim Pears 

ISBN: 9781910985380    Publication Date: 19th January 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback     Category: Fiction     Extent: 320
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Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio. Large print. Translation 
rights. Text available. 
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The Devil in the Snow
Sarah Armstrong

About this book:

All Shona wants is a simple life with her young son, and to get 
free of Maynard, the ex who’s still living in the house. When 
her teenage daughter goes missing, she’s certain Maynard is the 
culprit. Her mother, Greta, is no help as she’s too obsessed with 
the devil. Her Uncle Jimmy is fresh out of prison and has never 
been entirely straight with her. Then there’s the shaman living in 
her shed. Shona soon discovers that the secrets she buried are 
as dangerous as the family curse haunting her mother.

About the author:

Sarah lives in Essex with her husband and four children. Her 
short stories have been published in magazines and anthologies, 
and she teaches creative writing for the Open University.

PRAISE FOR SARAH ARMSTRONG

‘... chilling and evocative: a story full 
of dark humour, unexpected tensions 
and unanswered questions.’
-Elizabeth Haynes

‘A brave debut about sisterhood and 
the damage done to fragile minds 
when their truth is blatantly denied, 
within the context of a period of 
recent history which is still painfully 
contested.’
-Anne Goodwin

ISBN: 9781910985540    Publication Date: 16th February 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Fiction     Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation rights. Text available. 



The Daughter of Lady Macbeth
Ajay Close

About this book:

Freya and Frankie’s longing for a baby has put their marriage 
under strain. IVF is their last hope – but how do you bring a 
child into the world if you don’t know who you are? Freya’s 
mother Lilias (an actress on and off stage) will tell her nothing 
about her father, not even his name.

When Freya signs on at a fertility clinic, she discovers a new 
capacity for deception in herself, while Lilias is forced to 
confront the limits of pretence. As the lies and secrets unravel, it 
seems mother and daughter have more in common than either 
of them suspects. 

About the author:

Born in Sheffield,  Ajay Close took an English degree at Cambridge. 
She worked as a newspaper journalist, winning several awards, 
before becoming a full time author and playwright. Her first 
play, The Keekin Gless, was staged at Perth Theatre in July 2009. 
Her second, The Sma Room Séance, was performed at the 2014 
Edinburgh Fringe. A Petrol Scented Spring was longlisted for the  
Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction 2016. 

PRAISE FOR AJAY CLOSE

‘Cunningly constructed and well 
written.’
-The Sunday Times

‘A captivating and nuanced read...
Close writes witty and humorous 
dialogue that has the duck, dive 
and jab of a boxing match between 
characters.’
-Scottish Review of Books

‘Close’s sophisticated writing is never 
less than engrossing.’
-The Scotsman

ISBN: 9781910985427    Publication Date: 16 February 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Literary Fiction    Extent: 320

 34

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. Text 
available. 
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What if you turned out 
like your mother?
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Stronger Than Skin
Stephen May

About this book:

Mark Chadwick is cycling home from work, eager to get back 
to his pregnant wife Katy and two children, when he sees the 
police calling at his house. He knows exactly why they are there 
and he knows that the world he has carefully constructed over 
twenty very deliberately uneventful years is about to fall apart. 
He could lose everything.

A story of a toxic love gone wrong, with a setting that moves 
easily between present day London and 1990s Cambridge, 
Stronger Than Skin is compulsively readable, combining a gripping 
narrative with a keen eye for the absurdities of the way we live 
now.

About the author:

Stephen May’s first novel TAG was longlisted for Wales Book of 
The Year and won the Media Wales Reader’s Prize. His second, Life! 
Death! Prizes! was shortlisted for the 2012 Costa Novel Award 
and The Guardian Not The Booker Prize. He also collaborates 
on performance pieces with theatre-makers, artists, film-makers, 
musicians and dancers. 

PRAISE FOR STEPHEN MAY

‘Acerbic and funny.’
-New York Times

‘Energy, wit, bile – May can really 
write.’
-The Guardian

‘Hilarious . . . May writes so wittily, so 
charmingly, that his characters and 
twists feel irresistible, shiny, and new.’ 
-Good Housekeeping USA

‘The sense of jeopardy leaps from 
the page, and so does the writing. 
Hooked.’
-ELLE

ISBN: 9781910985403    Publication Date: 16th March 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Literary Fiction    Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Text available.



 36

When It Grows Dark
Jorn Lier Horst

About this book:

Stavern 1983: Christmas is approaching, snow is falling heavily, 
and a young ambitious policeman named William Wisting has 
just become the father of twins. After a brutal robbery, he is 
edged off the investigation by more experienced officers, but 
soon he is on another case that is not only unsolved but has 
not even been recognised as murder. Forgotten in a dilapidated 
barn stands a bullet-riddled old car, and it looks as if the driver 
did not get out alive. This case will shape William Wisting as 
a policeman and give him insight that he will carry with him 
for the rest of his professional career: generations form an 
unbroken chain.

About the author:

Jorn Lier Horst is the author of the highly successful William 
Wisting series of crime novels. When It Grows Dark is the sixth 
to be translated into English after Dregs, Closed for Winter, The 
Hunting Dogs, The Caveman, and Ordeal. Previous books in the 
series have won the Riverton Prize, the Glass Key, the Martin 
Beck Award, and the Petrona Award. 

PRAISE FOR JORN LIER HORST

‘Jorn Lier Horst writes some of the 
best Scandinavian crime fiction available. 
Superbly plotted and addictive, the 
characters perfectly realised.’
-Yrsa Sigurdottir

‘Horst, a former Norwegian policeman, now 
produces classy procedurals with plotting, 
depth and humanity to rival the best of the 
Scandis. ’
-The Sunday Times Crime Book Club

‘Up there with the best of the Nordic 
crime writers.’
-The Times 

‘Not a typical serial killer melodrama.’
-The Sunday Herald

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Text 
available. 

ISBN: 9781910985489    Publication Date: 16th March 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Crime     Extent: 180
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Good News, Bad News
WHS McIntyre

About this book:

Robbie Munro, hapless criminal lawyer, is now engaged to 
Joanna, and they’re living (with difficulty) with Alex, Robbie’s 
dad. Robbie agrees to take on the defence of Antonia, notorious 
Sherriff Brechin’s granddaughter, on a charge of of possessing 
large quantities of cocaine. He also takes on the role of go-
between for Ellen, the wife of a conman who has disappeared, 
while she tries to sort out her problems with Jake Turpie, who 
has always fancied her, but who is extremely keen to find Freddy, 
who seems to have stolen quite a lot of money from him. Has 
Ellen really won the lottery, and will that solve her problems? Is 
her husband Freddy dead or alive? 

About the author:

WHS McIntyre is a lawyer involved in criminal defence work for 
so long that he can remember when the Scots Criminal Justice 
System was regarded as the best in the world, the days when it 
was “better that ten guilty men go free than one innocent man 
be convicted.”

PRAISE FOR WHS McINTYRE

‘Crime with an edge of dark humour. The 
Best Defence series could only come out of 
Scotland.’
-Tommy Flanagan, Braveheart, SOA, 
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2

‘Present Tense is a wickedly readable and 
darkly humorous novel...’
-Sergio Casco, Director of American 
Cousins

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Text available. 

ISBN: 9781910985601    Publication Date: 20th April 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Fiction     Extent: 320



 38

Making Space
Sarah Tierney

About this book:

Why do we hold onto things we don’t need? And let go of the things 
we do?

Miriam is twenty-nine: temping, living with a flatmate who is no 
longer a friend, and still trying to find her place in life. She falls 
in love with Erik after he employs her to clear out his paper-
packed home. They are worlds apart: he is forty-five, a successful 
photographer and artist and an obsessive hoarder still haunted 
by the end of his marriage. Miriam has an unsuccessful love life 
and has just got rid of most of her belongings. Somehow, they 
must find a way to reach each other.

About the author:

Sarah Tierney is a graduate of the MA in Novel Writing at 
Manchester University, and her short story, ‘Five Miles Out’, was 
made into a short film by the acclaimed director Andrew Haigh. 
Sarah has worked as a journalist, editor and copywriter. She lives in 
Derbyshire with her husband and daughter.

ISBN: 9781910985441    Publication Date: 20th April 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Fiction     Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Text 
available. 

‘Tierney's characters sing with 
a dark, sharp, tender realness. 
Combining exquisite descriptions 
with scalpel-sharp human insights, 
this is a book to languish in, and 
emerge from deeply moved. It 
marks the arrival of an elegant 
and thrilling new voice in literary 
fiction.' 
-Emma Jane Unsworth
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The Silent Death
Volker Kutscher

About this book:

Berlin 1930. Sound film is conquering the big screen, leaving many 
by the wayside: producers, cinema owners – and silent film stars. 
Investigating the violent on-set death of actress Betty Winter, 
Inspector Gereon Rath encounters the dark side of glamour and 
an industry in turmoil. When his father requests that he help 
his friend, the mayor of Cologne, Konrad Adenauer, and his ex-
girlfriend Charly makes a renewed attempt at rapprochement, 
things start to get out of hand. Trapped in the machinations of 
rival film producers, he roams Berlin’s Chinese quarter and the 
city’s underworld as he works ever closer to the edge of legality. 
Meanwhile the funeral of the murdered Horst Wessel leads to 
clashes between Nazis and Communists.

About the author:

Volker Kutscher was born in 1962 in Lindlar, West Germany. He 
is the author of the enormously successful Gereon Rath crime 
series which, in addition to compelling narrative, is notable for 
its scrupulous accuracy on Germany in the years between its 
beginning in 1927 and the approach to the Second World War.

A Babylon Berlin TV-series directed by Tom Tykwe (Run, Lola Run) 
will air in 2017. The 40-million-Euro series is to be produced jointly 
by German public broadcaster ARD and Sky.

PRAISE FOR VOLKER KUTSCHER

‘Kutscher successfully conjures up the 
dangerous decadence of the Weimar 
years, with blood on the Berlin streets 
and the Nazis lurking menacingly in the 
wings.’
-Sunday Times

‘Gripping evocative thriller set in 
Berlin’s seedy underworld during the 
roaring Twenties. A massive hit in its 
native Germany, Volker Kutscher’s 
series, centered on Detective Inspector 
Gereon Rath, is currently being filmed 
for television.’
-Mail on Sunday

ISBN: 9781910985649    Publication Date: 18th May 2017    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Crime     Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio (SOLD) Large print. 
Sample chapters available. 
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The Health of Strangers
Lesley Kelly

About this book:

Nobody likes the North Edinburgh Health Enforcement 
Team, least of all the people who work for it. An uneasy mix 
of seconded police and health service staff, Mona, Bernard and 
their colleagues stem the spread of the Virus, a mutant strain 
of influenza, by tracking down people who have missed their 
monthly health check. 

Now two young divinity students are missing, raising question 
after question for the HET. Why were they drinking in a bikers’ 
bar? Who are the mysterious Children of Camus cult? And why 
is the German government interfering in the investigation?

Mona and Bernard need to fight their way through lies and 
intrigue, and find the missing girls - before anyone else does.

About the author:

Lesley Kelly has worked in the public and voluntary sectors for 
the past twenty years, dabbling in poetry and stand-up comedy 
along the way. She has won a number of writing competitions, 
including the Scotsman’s Short Story award in 2008.  Her debut 
novel, A Fine House in Trinity, was longlisted for the McIlvanney 
Prize.

PRAISE FOR LESLEY KELLY

‘The storyline is strong, the characters 
believable and the tempo fast-moving.’
-Scots Magazine

‘A welcome addition to the Tartan Noir 
scene, providing as it does a more light-
hearted approach to solving a crime.’
-Crime Worm

‘This cleverly constructed romp around 
Leith will have readers grinning from 
ear to ear and some of the turns of 
phrase deserve a standing ovation in 
themselves.’
-The Reading Corner

Rights Available:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large Print. 
Translation rights. Text available. 

ISBN: 9781910985663    Publication Date: 15th June 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Crime     Extent: 320
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Short Ride on a Fast Machine
Magnus McGrandle

About this book:

Short Ride on a Fast Machine is a quirky and engaging caper, the 
story of a young cycle courier from London who goes on an 
improbable journey to Norway, to pick up a stuffed owl for a 
mysterious client. For his oddest job to date, Sam enlists the help 
of his friend and fellow courier Poyntz. But as they make their 
haphazard journey to Mr Sorensen’s mountain hut, its owner is 
attracting the attention of the Norwegian police. Have Sam and 
Poyntz become unlikely accomplices in one of the biggest crimes 
in the country’s history?

About the author:

Magnus McGrandle studied English at Durham and Latin American 
Politics at London University, and has worked as a journalist ever 
since. He began his career at Channel Four and was an investigations 
producer for Channel Four News, a freelance reporter in Venezuela 
and worked at Sky News before joining the BBC.  He is currently a 
senior producer / programme editor for the BBC Six & Ten o’clock 
News. 

‘You want me to go to Norway? I 
asked. And what do you want me 
to pick up?
An owl, he said.
A real, live owl?
No, he said, the owl’s dead.’

ISBN: 9781910985687    Publication Date: 16th June 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Fiction     Extent: 320

Rights Held:

Great Britain, Ireland plus Commonwealth 
(excluding Canada). Non-exclusive rights in 
Europe, Africa, Asia. Text available. 
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A Message From the Other Side
Moira Forsyth

About this book:

When Catherine moves several hundred miles away from her 
sister, Helen says, ‘Phone calls aren’t enough’, but they make 
it easier to edit the truth. Helen can dismiss Gilbert and his 
enchanted Factory as ‘weird’ when she’s never met him, and 
Catherine think Helen foolish for loving the unreliable and 
dangerous Joe. Neither sees the perils concealed in what they 
have not told each other, or guesses at the sinister connection 
between their separate lives. 

A Message from the Other Side is a novel about love and marriage, 
but even more about hatred and the damage people do to each 
other in the most ordinary of families.

About the author:

Moira Forsyth is the author of three previous novels and many 
short stories and poems published in anthologies and magazines. 
She worked for many years in Education, including teaching in a 
Young Offenders’ Institution in the North of England, then latterly 
in Highland as the strategic lead for government initiatives to 
assist young people to move on successfully from school. She has 
been with Sandstone Press since its inception in 2002.

PRAISE FOR MOIRA FORSYTH

‘The writing is elegant and spare, with 
never a word wasted or a redundant cliché 
employed or an iota of sentimentality 
allowed. ’
-The Herald

‘Forsyth writes with warmth and sensitivity, 
exploring the ways in which an ordinary 
family is changed by tragedy. ’
-The Times 

‘A writer who evokes in plain, elegant prose 
and resonant dialogue the lives of ordinary, 
decent people.’
-The Scotsman

ISBN: 9781910985731     Publication Date: 20th August 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Fiction     Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Text available soon. 
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The Round:
In Bob Graham’s Footsteps

Steve Chilton

About this book:

The Round is not only a history of the Bob Graham Round, but 
also an exploration of the what, why and how of this classic fell 
endurance challenge. After covering the genesis of the BGR in 
detail, it documents its development from a more-or-less idle 
challenge to its present status as a rite of passage for endurance 
runners. Interspersed with this detail of the round are extensive 
profiles of many of the event’s most significant individuals: 
innovators, record setters, recorders and supporters. Some links 
to resources for potential BGR completers are be included. The 
Round is emphatically NOT a ‘how to’ guide, but it IS a terrific 
follow up to Steve Chilton’s hugely popular first book, It’s a Hill, 
Get Over It.

About the author:

Steve Chilton is a committed runner and qualified athletics coach 
with considerable experience of fell running and a marathon 
personal best of 2-34-53. He is a long-time member of the Fell 
Runners Association (FRA). In a long running career he has run in 
many of the classic fell races, as well as mountain marathons and 
has also completed the Cuillin Traverse. He works at Middlesex 
University where he is Lead Academic Developer.

Shortlised for the Lakeland Book of the 
Year Award 2016

Longlisted for the TGO Outdoor Book 
of the Year 2015

‘We found this book to be an informative 
and interesting read, and feel it will become a 
valuable historical addition to the small library 
of previously published books on fell running 
and endurance.’
-Kenny and Pauline Stuart

‘Unfailingly inspiring.’
-Claire Maxted

‘One of the best reads ever of this exclusive 
club… very special.’
-Joss Naylor

Rights Held

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio and Large print. 
Translation rights. Copies available. 

ISBN: 9781910985366   Publication Date: 19th January 2017    RRP: £9.99 
Format: B Paperback   Category: Outdoor Sports     Extent: 272
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Running Hard:
The Story of a Rivalry

Steve Chilton

About this book:

For one brilliant season in 1983 the sport of fell running was 
dominated by the two huge talents of John Wild and Kenny 
Stuart. Wild was an incomer to the sport from road running 
and track. Stuart was born to the fells, but an outcast because of 
his move from amateur to professional and back again. Together 
they destroyed the record book, only determining who was top 
by a few seconds in the last race of the season. Running Hard is 
the story of that season, and an inside, intimate look at the two 
men by the author of It’s a Hill, Get Over It and The Round.

About the author:

Steve Chilton is the author of the highly successful It’s a Hill, Get 
Over It. He is a committed runner and qualified athletics coach. 
He has considerable experience of fell running, competing in the 
World Vets Champs when it was held in Keswick in 2005. He is a 
longtime member of the Fell Runners Association (FRA).

PRAISE FOR STEVE CHILTON

‘Chilton clearly loves his subject.’ 
-The Outdoor Times

‘I enjoyed the book as a historical 
reference, a source of wry 
amusement...’
-The Fellrunner Magazine

‘Carefully researched and fact-packed 
examination...’
-The Grough

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & large print. Translation 
rights. Text available. 

ISBN: 9781910985564    Publication Date: 16th February 2017   RRP: £17.99 
Format: Royal Jacketed Hardback  Category: Sports, Running    Extent: 320



 46

Walking the Song
Hamish Brown

About this book:

Hamish Brown has been an outdoorsman for more than sixty 
years. The first person to complete an uninterrupted round of 
Scotland’s Munros, his account of the feat in Hamish’s Mountain 
Walk is a classic of Scottish mountain literature. Throughout 
those years he has contributed articles and essays to many 
journals and, in this selection, he presents not an autobiography 
or some overview of life, but a very personal record of his many 
journeys and interests from his ‘dancing days of spring’ to his 
present, very active, later life.

About the author:

Hamish Brown is a legendary climber, walker, traveller and author. 
He is the author and editor of many books, including Tom Weir, 
an anthology of work selected from throughout the great man’s 
life which provide a vivid self-portrait. Sandstone Press publishes 
Hamish’s three classic outdoor books, Hamish’s Mountain Walk, 
Hamish’s Groats End Walk and Climbing the Corbetts.

PRAISE FOR HAMISH BROWN

‘Inimitable... some of his best writing.’
-Martin Moran, Higher Ground

‘Eloquent and evocative.’
-Keith Partridge, The Adventure 
Game

‘A timely reminder of the simplicity 
and moments of personal reflection 
that can be enjoyed on a long walk.’
-John Muir Trust Journal

ISBN: 9781910985588    Publication Date: 16th March 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category:  Outdoors     Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language.Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Text available. 
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Downhill From Here:
Running from John O’Groats to Land’s End

Gavin Boyter

About this book:

Approaching his middle forties, Gavin Boyter wondered what 
his life was all about. A Scot living in London, single and with 
no kids, he was living for the job and the dwindling hope of a 
career in film. He had been a club runner all his life, pretty good 
but not at the front all that often. He was what he called an 
ordinary runner and he came to wonder just what an ordinary 
runner might be capable of. How about John O’Groats to Land’s 
End, the longest linear run in Britain, and how about making a 
film of it? And how about writing a book? As usual, Gavin was 
neither the first nor the quickest but Downhill from Here is his 
real triumph, written in such an engaging and witty voice the 
reader accompanies him every step of the way. 

About the author:

Gavin Boyter is an Edinburgh-born writer and filmmaker whose 
first feature film Sparks and Embers was released in December 
2015.  A keen runner since his thirties, Gavin once ran 102 miles 
in a single day. His running superfood is chocolate cake. He lives 
in London but pines for Scottish mountains.

‘We live on the best island in 
the world and what better 
way to explore it than on foot. 
Downhill from Here is an epic 
adventure on our epic island. 
Makes me want to run it all 
over again.’
-Sean Conway, author of 
Cycling the Earth

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language.Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large print. Translation 
rights. Text available. 

ISBN: 9781910985625    Publication Date: 20th April 2017   RRP: £9.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Sports, Running    Extent: 320

DOWNH I L L
FROM HERE
RUNNING FROM  
JOHN O’GROATS  
TO LAND’S END

GAVIN BOYTER
‘Lorem ipsum dolor sit est ament 
consectur estur et arturus ser 

hortyligat’ The  Source
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Mistress and Commander
Amelia Dalton

About this book:

Weary of her Yorkshire county life of grouse moors and hunt 
balls, Amelia Dalton threw herself instead into converting a deep 
sea trawler into a holiday cruiser. Unprepared by her background, 
she had to deal with the closed community of fishermen in NE 
Scotland in the ‘90s, negotiate red tape, oversee shipyards and 
deal with engineers, while coping with demanding shareholders 
and wayward employees. What began as a love affair with the 
romance of the sea became a battle to stay afloat – financially 
and literally. This is a lively account of an adventure like no other 
– and a voyage of self-discovery.

About the author:

For ten years, Amelia Dalton owned a small ship running cruises 
to the remote island chains of Scotland’s stunning West Coast. She 
worked closely with The National Trust for Scotland, and gained  
her commercial qualifications as a Captain. Amelia advises for 
individual clients on river and ocean cruises and runs her own 
travel company, Amelia Dalton Travel. 

‘“Find a shipyard.” was the terse 
response.

Find a shipyard during a funeral party 
from the middle of the Yorkshire 
Pennines!  I started with the basics - 
Directory Enquiries. Surprisingly, they 
gave me a number.’

ISBN: 9781910985175    Publication Date: 18th May 2017    RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Memoir, Travel    Extent: 320

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & Large Print. Translation 
rights. Text available. 
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Daniel Defoe’s 
Extraordinary Rail Journeys

Stuart Campbell

About this book:

Daniel Defoe’s Extraordinary Rail Journeys describes the odyssey 
undertaken by two eccentric pensioners as they travel on 
every mile of railway track in the UK. Surreal and poignant by 
turns, Stuart Campbell describes the people they meet and the 
unwanted adventures that befall them. He is aided and abetted 
by the ghost of Daniel Defoe, writer, soldier, businessman and 
spy who completed his own journey in the 1720s.

About the author:

Stuart Campbell has worked as an English teacher, Advisor, 
Communications Lecturer, Education Manager and Consultant in 
the Lothians for longer than he cares to remember. Stuart is now 
gainfully employed as a mental health trainer for Health in Mind, 
an Edinburgh based charity. He has also written for the Guardian 
and The Scottish Book Collector. This is his fifth publication with 
Sandstone Press. 

PRAISE FOR STUART CAMPBELL

‘The central thread of the story always 
holds firm. We never lose sight of his 
humanity, or his need for dignity and self-
determination.’
-The Herald

‘A gripping and original read that also 
manages to address the extreme impact 
that personality disorders can have.’
-The Scottish Field

Rights Held:

World rights in the English language. Electronic 
publishing rights. Audio & large print. Translation 
rights. Text available soon. 

ISBN: 9781910985700    Publication Date: 15th June 2017   RRP: £8.99 
Format: B Paperback    Category: Travel Writing     Extent: 320


